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Reunions:
G ass of 1950
Alumni Band
Class of 1965
Mortar Board
Silent Sentinel
1950 Football Team
1969 and 1970 Football Teams
Reception: School of Business Administration Graduates

H om ecom ing 1990 Tentative Schedule
Thursday, September 27
9:00 a.m. - Homecoming Art Fair, UC Mall
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Lighting of the Oval
7:30 p.m. Singing on the Steps, announcement of the
Homecoming King and Queen, presentation of
the 1990 Distinguished Alumnus and Young
Alumnus Awards
8:30 p.m. Reception to honor DAA and YAA recipients and
royalty candidates —University Center Ballroom

Friday, September 28
9:00 a.m. •
5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. •
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Homecoming Art Fair, UC Mall

Homecoming Registration —Presidents’ Room,
Brantly Hall
Alumni Band social hour, banquet & evening jam
sessions, Holiday Inn
6:30 p.m. School of Business Administration Reception, no
host cocktails, Village Red Lion Inn
6:30 p.m. Mortar Board Wine & Cheese Reception,
Presidents’ Room, Brantly Hall
7:00 p.m. All alumni no-host cocktails, Holiday Inn, Atrium.
Appearance by UMMarching Band

Friday, September 28 continued
7:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

Pep rally, Washington-Grizzly Stadium parking
lot, south end
Lighting of the “M”
Student Homecoming Dance, UC Ballroom

Saturday, September 29
8:00 a.m. - Homecoming Art Fair, UC Mall
noon
10:00 a.m. ‘There’s No Place Like Home” Homecoming
Parade
11:30 a.m. GAA-Alumni tailgate party, Memorial Grove,
north of stadium
1:30 p.m. KICKOFF!! Grizzlies vs. Eastern Washington
Washington-Grizzly Stadium
4:30 p.m. Post-game celebration, Holiday Inn
5:00 p.m. Post-game receptions at fraternities and
sororities
6:30 p.m. President’s Club Dinner (by invitation only)
9:00 p.m. Dance, Alumni Band, Holiday Inn
9:30 p.m. Dance, Bop-A-Dips, Village Red Lion Inn

* Remember: “There's AJo Place Like Home99at the University of Montana in the fall.
W e look forw ard to having yo u com e hom e.
* O rder yo u r fo o tb a ll tickets now f! C all 1-800-526-3400 o r (406) 243-4051.
*F eatured reunion groups w ill be receiving deta iled inform ation in th e m ail.
* C all th e A lu m n i O ffice a t (406) 243-5211 i f y o u have questions.
*D elta A irlines is th e o fficia l airlines fo r 1990 H om ecom ing. C all 1-800-221-1212 and ask fo r
special m eeting netw ork. R efer to file R24049 fo r 5% to 40% discounts depending on typ e o f
tic k e t purchased. Som e fares have restrictions a n d seats m ay be lim ited so c a ll early to m ake
reservations.
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By Carol Susan Woodruff
George Dennison, provost and vice president for academic affairs at W estern
Michigan University, is U M ’s sixteenth president.
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10 George Montgomery: Renaissance Man
Page 12

12 East Meets West on Canvas
By Gregory McCracken
Chinese graduate student Tu Baixiong combines Impressionist colors with Chinese
calligraphy and paint to create distinctive works o f art.

15 Brent Musburger: Keep Sports in Perspective
Page 15

By Joe Durso Jr.
Sportscaster Brent Musburger dropped in on campus in May to deliver the annual
Dean Stone address and to receive a Doctor o f Humane Letters degree from the
university.

16 A.B. Guthrie
By Paddy O ’Connell MacDonald
At age 89, Pulitzer Prize-winning author A.B. Guthrie is leading the good l i f e writing and ruminating—at his home near Choteau, Mont.

18 Restoring the Public Trust

Page 16

By Virginia Vickers Braun
Form er U .S. Vice President Walter Mondale, consumer advocate Ralph Nader,
former Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker and Harvard government Professor
Michael Sandel headlined the annual Mansfield Conference.

20 Do It! (But Don’t Overdo)
By Carol Susan Woodruff
Good news for couch potatoes. The chairman o f U M ’s health and physical education
department concludes that vigorous exercise isn’t necessary for good health.

22 Eureka! A Parade!
By Paddy O'Connell MacDonald
It s not easy. It s not pretty. But somebody has to do it. Homecoming parade
coordinator Paddy MacDonald takes a behind-the-scenes look at the parade.

Advertising Representative
Eric Newman
241 N. Travois
Missoula, MT 59802
(406) 549-4283

By Virginia Vickers Braun
A ctor George Montgomery attended UM for one quarter before making his fame
and fortune in Hollywood. Fifty-three years later, an accomplished artist in several
fields, he returned to UM for a show o f his bronzes and other art.

Page 18

24 Alumni Association Contacts
By Neal Wiegert
Don’t know your alumni representative or how to get involved in UM activities
in your area? Check out the contacts listed across the country on the alumni map.
C o v e r: A.B. Guthrie by Howard Skaggs.
h# |P: lf ^ p e rs o n named on the address label has moved, could whoever has received
this magazine send the Alumni Office that person's new address and phone number? The Alumni
address is listed at left.

LETTERS
UM ties go way back

Encosed is my check for $10 for a
voluntary subscription. I grew up in
Missoula and attended in ’59 and ’60.
You may be interested to know my
grandfather, Claude Otto Marcyes,
graduated from the first class in 1903.
I have pictures of the football team
from those years, 1899 and 1901. His
father, Hiram Marcyes, founded
Forsyth, Montana. I also have a photo
of the biology lab and graduating class
of 1903.
I was saddened to learn of the
passing of English Professor Walter
King. He was a family friend, as well
as one of my professors.
Stewart “Stew ” Magee
508 Park Ave. S.E.
Atlanta, GA 30312

Carillonneur corrects story
I feel I must draw your attention to
some errors of fact in the article “ The
Singing Bells’’ in the spring 1990
Montanan. The article states that the
Montana carillon, when installed, was
the only true carillon west of the
Mississippi, and that there are still only
two others, namely in Vancouver,
British Columbia, and Spokane, Wash.
As a matter of fact, I know of seven,
including carillons at Stanford
University and the University of
Kansas, that either predated Montana’s
or are nearly contemporaneous.
Moreover, there are twenty-one others
of more recent vintage in such places
as Provo, Utah; Oklahoma City; and
Corpus Christi, Texas.
I was present when the carillon at
Montana was installed and when
Kamiel Lefevere explained to a number
of us interested people how to play the
carillon—in one quick lesson. I later
received the Final Diploma in Carillon
Playing from the Netherlands Carillon
School. I must mention that John Ellis
is a first-rate carillonneur, and Montana
is fortunate to have him.
Judson Maynard ’51, M.M.E. ’53
Organist and carillonist
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, TX 79409

Alums cover the territory

Over the past year I have met UM
alums in interesting situations. At a
national meeting in New Orleans,
sitting at the same luncheon table was
2
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Annie M. Wells (M.A. ’68, Ph.D.
’70), director of the Regional In-service
Education Center at the University of
Alabama in Huntsville.
Then, last July at the Montreaux Jazz
Festival I met Gary Herbig (class of
’68) who was on the show bill with
Miles Davis. Gary’s uncle taught at
UM in the music department. Gary is
emerging as one of America’s jazz
greats. His record is being released this
fall. He plays in Los Angeles.
So, those good Grizzlies are out
there.
In October, D.C. Heath will bring
out our third edition of Teaching
Strategies: A Guide to Better
Instruction. This is book thirteen for
me—all worst sellers. But they spell
my name correctly. Not bad for a kid
from Butte.
Keep up the good work on the
Montanan.
Don Orlich ’53, Ed.D. ’63
S.E. 435 Crestview St.
Pullman, WA 99163

Directory is helpful

Just a note to let you know how
much we enjoy the UM directory.
Already we have gotten in touch with
several old friends and received
answers. We look forward to receiving
the Montanan each quarter.
Kenneth ’49 and Lucy Leet Skemp ’42
9609 Wickersham Road 41119
Dallas, TX 75238

Nostalgia prompts donation

As Dorothy Skulason, I attended the
University of Montana in 1924 and
1925. Then I married and moved to
Berkeley, Calif., where I enrolled at
the University of California. My roots,
however, were in Montana, and I have
greatly appreciated the contact you
have kept with occasional news items
sent to me.
In the summer of 1984 I visited the
Montana campus. With my daughter I
prowled about the old spots and
marvelled at the new. It was a
wonderful afternoon filled with
poignancy and nostalgia.
Please accept my check for $250 and
grant me the privilege of being a
lifetime member.
Dorothy Fraser McVicker x ’25
1640 E. Manor Drive
Lincoln, NE 68506

Reader sends late thanks
I was most interested to read in the
fall issue of the Montanan (a great
magazine, by the way) about the
donation made by Mrs. Charles Field
to the Andrew B. and Florence
Hammond Fund. Since I arrived at UM
back in 1981 with a Hammond
scholarship, I have more than a passing
interest in the fund. When I received
the award, I wrote Mrs. Field in
appreciation, but my letter was returned
by the post office. I have, all these
years, felt more than a little remiss at
having never found a correct address.
Your article reminded me of my
oversight, and I write in the hope that
you might have, or might know who
would have, a current address for Mrs.
Field. Nine years is a little late to be
sending thanks, but I do very much
want to write.
Robert D. LeHeup ’85
304 14th St. N .W ., 48
Charlottesville, VA 22903

Oxford seminar thrilling

To study at Oxford as a Rhodes
scholar is a dream and ambition of
many young people, but I found it’s
never too late to realize that dream.
When my niece and I went to Oxford
University in September 1989, I had an
experience that exceeds anything I’ve
ever done.
Every day of the Oxford/Smithsonian
seminar held a thrilling experience,
from the gunshot sound of the pre
dinner ceremony to the twenty-five or
so chapels of the various colleges. Our
trip to Highclere Castle, where Lord
Carnarvon had Egyptian artifacts
hidden in the door casing, was most
unusual. We met Lady Carnarvon, who
was brought up in an American
ranching family in Wyoming and has
entertained the queen. Do encourage
people to go to Oxford.
Margaret Edwards ’35
3609 Ridgeview Drive
Birmingham, AL 35213

Correction
The 1958 UM Rhodes scholar was
Roger Baty. His name was listed
incorrectly in the article titled “ UM’s
Oxford Connection” in the 1990 spring
issue of Montanan. We regret the
error.
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Business school
receives $1 million for
new building
Bill Gallagher, a retired Missoula
businessman, has given UM’s School
of Business Administration $1 million
in seed money for a new building.
That figure represents the university’s
largest gift from an individual donor.
Through his donation, Gallagher, a
1925 business graduate and the former
head of Westmont Tractor Co., hopes
to encourage the Legislature to provide
the balance needed to construct the
building. The project would cost about
$15.5 million.
Founded in 1918, the business school
offers Montana’s only accredited
graduate program in business
administration and enrolls more
students than any other professional
school on campus.
Expanded courses of study and a
dramatic increase in enrollment have
led to overcrowding of the 1950
building. The outmoded facility has
drawn criticism from the business
school’s accrediting organization, the
American Assembly of Collegiate
Schools of Business, said business
Dean Larry Gianchetta.
Since 1985, a new business building
has figured prominently on the state
Board of Regents’ list of building
needs. The project has garnered
support in the Montana Legislature but
has been put off due to a lack of funds.

Foundation establishes
Benefactors Society
The University of Montana
Foundation announces the formation of
the Benefactors Society for individuals
or organizations whose donations to the
university reach the $100,000 level
during 1990. Nearly fifty individuals,
trusts, estates, foundations and
corporations have given more than
$100,000 to UM, according to Bill
Zader, director of the UM Foundation.
“ These are the university’s most
important friends, and we would like to
note their special generosity in a more
distinct way than we have done in the
past,’’ Zader said. Members of the
Benefactors Society are the top-level
givers in the President’s Club.
The benefactors have helped build

Rosemary and Bill Gallagher, left, share a laugh with Missoula bussinessman Dennis Washington, right,
and UM Foundation Director Bill Zader. The Gallaghers announced a $1 million gift to the School of
Business Administration during a May 14 press conference.

buildings, create scholarships and
support professorships at UM, Zader
said. Philanthropy has been a way of
life for them, he added. “ They deserve
our ongoing thanks.”
Founding members of the Benefactors
Society are: Individuals—Dr. Jessie M.
Bierman, Mr. and Mrs. James B.
Castles, Mr. and Mrs. William J.
Gallagher, Donald Hockaday Jr.,
Tsukasa Karashima, Robert M. Lee,
Ambassador and Mrs. Mike Mansfield,
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Morgenroth, Mr.
and Mrs. J. Carroll O’Connor, Lee A.
Paris, and Mr. and Mrs. John Ruffatto.
Estates and trusts—Audrey Earl
Avery, Ada J. Feldman, William
Woodbury Fell, Sadie H. Fox, Reynold
Fuson, Ellen C. Greene, John M.
Grey, Donal Harrington, Laurine and
George Harris, Edwina King, Katharine
L. Momingstar, David Mason, Bertha
Morton, M.J. Murdock, Ruth Bergan
Nelson, Dorotha E. Rector, Clifford H.
Rittenour, Dosia J. Shults, Roderick
Smith, Warren Vaughan family,
Melville L. Woods.
Foundations and corporations—
Atlantic Richfield Foundation, Boone
and Crockett Club, Burlington Northern
Foundation, Champion International
Corporation, Max C. Fleischmann
Foundation, Haynes Foundation, Heisey

Foundation, Hoffman LaRoche Inc.,
Lee Enterprises, Lee Enterprises
Foundation, Mansfield Foundation,
Missoula Chamber of Commerce,
Montana Power Company, Mountain
Bell Foundation, Selway Foundation,
Theta Rho Home Association and
Washington Corporations.
Any donors whose lifetime giving has
reached the $100,000 level and whose
name is not on this list should contact
the UM Foundation.

Three record
enrollments
Spring enrollment at UM hit a record
high of 9,063 students, following
record-breaking enrollments in fall
1989 and winter 1990.
The enrollment increase this year is
largely at the freshmen and sophomore
levels, said Registrar Phil Bain.
Recruitment efforts by new student
services staff, increasing numbers of
non-traditional students and better
services aimed at retaining current
students also contributed to the three
record-breaking enrollments in
1989-90.
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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Carroll O'Connor, who
plays Chief Bill Gillespie
on NBC's "In the Heat of
the Night," lectures a
class o f graduate students
in creative writing.
O'Connor and his wife,
Nancy Fields O ’Connor,
visited the University April
16-18. While here,
O'Connor lectured to
classes in creative writing,
acting, and radio
television.

$195,000 from bequest
A $195,000 bequest from the estate
of alumna Audrey Earl Avery has been
designated for the university’s
Presidential Scholarship Program.
Avery, a 1948 UM graduate who
died in February 1988, left the
university a gift that is expected to
reach $210,000 with the distribution of
estate funds from oil royalties and
property sales.
The Presidential scholarship,
designed to attract top high school
students to UM from throughout
Montana and beyond, is the
university’s premier scholarship for
incoming freshmen. Recipients are
given $1,500 annually for four years,
and ten new scholarships are awarded
each year. Scholars are selected on the
basis of academic performance,
character, involvement and awareness.
With the addition of Avery’s
generous bequest, UM can now fund
thirty-two of its forty annual
Presidential scholarships with
endowment funds. The remaining
scholarships are funded through annual
contributions from numerous donors,
but the university’s goal is to support
all of the scholarships through
endowments. Avery’s gift to the
university will finance approximately
six scholarships initially, and more
scholarships may be funded as the
4

MONTANAN/FALL 1990

endowment grows.
After graduating from UM with a
bachelor’s degree in health and physical
education, Avery served in the U.S.
Navy and worked for many years as a
counselor in the Houston school
system. At the time of her death she
had been a resident of Carlsbad, Calif.,
for fourteen years.

Law students elected
to national office
One second-year UM law student has
been elected president of the Native
American Law Students Association
and another named a member of its
board of directors for a seven-state
region.
During the national association’s
annual meeting, held March 30 in
Albuquerque, N.M., Majel Bird of
Lodge Grass became president and
Terry Spang of Lame Deer a board
member for Montana, Colorado,
Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Idaho and
Wyoming.
The association promotes unity
among Indian law students; better
communication among those students,
other Indians and the general public;
and financial and educational
opportunities for the students. It also
provides a forum for discussing legal
issues affecting Indians.

Business school
off probation
The School of Business
Administration has been taken off
probation by the American Assembly of
Collegiate Schools of Business. The
school was notified April 23 that its
probation had been lifted.
The AACSB put the business school
on three-year probation in April 1988,
when the accrediting committee
expressed concern over faculty salaries,
library holdings and the quality of the
business school building. It also called
for more faculty research and increased
computer use in graduate courses.
Dean Larry Gianchetta credits his
faculty and UM’s administration for the
business school’s removal from
probation. Faculty members have
incorporated present-day topics into the
curriculum, such as computer
technology and international business,
he says. They’ve also increased their
efforts and improved their results in
research and writing. The
administration, meanwhile, has
allocated more money for the business
library, research databases, faculty
recruitment and a summer research
grant program for faculty members.
Early next year, the accrediting
committee will review the business
school to assess further progress.

AROUND THE OVAL

Pharmacy students
serving Montana
Students in the fifth year of
UM’s pharmacy program gained
experience working with pharmacists
across the state prior to their
graduation June 9.
As part of the School of Pharmacy
and Allied Health Sciences externship
program, the students spent the last
fifteen weeks of their program working
in community and hospital pharmacies
and serving clerkships in hospitals. In
the community and hospital
pharmacies, they helped practicing
pharmacists dispense drugs. During the
clerkship, they provided drug
information to patients, doctors and
nurses.
The 600-hour program applies toward
the 1,500-hour internship requirement
pharmacy students must fulfill. To
become registered pharmacists, they
also have to pass a national licensing
exam.
Students served in the following
locations: Veteran’s Administration
Hospital and Thompson Rexall
drugstore in Miles City; Deaconess
Medical Center, Pharmacy-1 and
Buttrey drugstore in Billings; Bungalow
Drug, Gibson Pharmacy, Bozeman
Deaconess Hospital and Price-Rite
Pharmacy in Bozeman; St. James
Community Hospital, K-Mart Pharmacy
and Driscoll’s Pharmacy in Butte; St.
Peter’s Hospital, K-Mart Pharmacy,
Bergum Drug and Veterans
Administration Center at Fort Harrison
in Helena; Montana Deaconess Medical
Center, Clinic Pharmacy and Buttrey
Drug in Great Falls; and Kalispell
Regional Hospital and Medical Arts
Pharmacy in Kalispell.

Faculty exchanges
Three UM professors will spend the
1990-91 academic year in faculty
exchange programs in Japan and China.
Psychology Professor Jan
Wollersheim will teach clinical
psychology at Toyo University in
Tokyo and help faculty and students
there with English language
conversation. Zoology Professor John
Tibbs will teach zoology and English
writing at Kumamoto University in
Kumamoto, Japan, and humanities
Professor Emeritus Roger Dunsmore
will teach English composition and

Head basketball Coach
Stew Morrill, right, helps
George ‘‘Jig g s” Dahlberg
celebrate his 90th birth
day, which was A pril 21.

literature at Shanghai International
Studies University in China.
UM will host three professors from
those three universities during the year.
Toyo University Professor Yoshinori
Tanaka will join UM’s geology
department for fall quarter and help
with the Japanese language and culture
program. Kumamoto University
Professor Shinzo Araragi will work
with the sociology department and
Japanese language and culture program.
Shanghai International Studies
University Professor Zhang Yuexiang
will assist UM’s Chinese language and
culture program.

New health service
director named
Dr. Nancy E. Fitch, staff physician
for University of Montana Student
Health Service since 1985, has been
selected as the health service’s new
director, effective Oct. 1.
Fitch will replace Dr. Robert B.
Curry, who is retiring Sept. 30 after
twenty-five years as student health
director.
Fitch says the health service must be
responsive to the changing needs of
students, who are often older than
students in the past and thus derive less
support from their families, both
financially and emotionally. Areas of
needed health education, she says,
include alcohol and chemical
dependency, AIDS and STDs (sexually
transmitted diseases), date rape, eating
disorders, cholesterol, heart disease and
wellness programs.
Before joining the student health
service in 1985, Fitch worked as a
family practice physician locally and in
North Conway, N.H. From January of

1986 through October of 1987, she
served as part-time medical director for
Planned Parenthood of Missoula.

Library needs
Polk directories
Because of tight budgets, the
Mansfield Library has been unable to
afford Polk directories for towns other
than Missoula since 1979. The
directories, published for thirteen
Montana cities, contain complete lists
of residents in a town in alphabetical
order and by street address. They’re
invaluable to genealogists, people
researching the history of buildings and
streets, local historians and history
students.
Anyone who has Polk directories
from cities other than Missoula may
send them to the monograph
acquisitions department at the
Mansfield Library. The library also
asks anyone with earlier city directories
to send them in to help complete UM’s
collection.

Master’s in education
offered at Western
Beginning this summer the School of
Education will offer a complete
master’s program in curriculum and
instruction at WMC. Courses are
scheduled so that students may
complete the degree in three successive
summers. Graduate courses will also be
offered during the school year for
students who wish to accelerate their
program and finish in two years.
The WMC coordinator of the
master’s program is education
Professor John Rogan.
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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Faculty award honors
Missoula businessman

President James Koch, left, and Doug Anderson cut the ribbon dedicating Grizzly Court.

Grizzly Court at
Southgate Mall
On June 5 Southgate Mall and UM
opened Grizzly Court, an area donated
by the owners of the mall to highlight
university programs, students, art,
history and current events. UM
personnel designed and constructed a
glass display case for the court. It
holds a permanent bronze grizzly
sculpture and changing displays about
the university.
Doug Anderson, general manager of
the mall, estimates that seven million
people pass through the mall yearly. So
Grizzly Court may become one of
UM’s most visible outreach efforts.
The grand opening of Grizzly Court
featured a display of maps,
photographs, information and artifacts
on UM’s international programs,
students, faculty- and student-exchange
programs, and the Mansfield Center.

Wilderness is
classroom
Over five million acres of Rocky
Mountain wilderness will serve as a
classroom for UM’s 16th annual
Wilderness and Civilization program
fall and winter quarters.
The intensive, two-quarter program
will focus on understanding wilderness
and wildlands and their relationship to
6
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contemporary American society. The
program is sponsored by the
Wilderness Institute of the School of
Forestry.
The interdisciplinary program begins
in September with a ten-day
backpacking trip in a Western Montana
wilderness area, giving students first
hand knowledge of major wilderness
management problems and issues. Upon
returning to campus, students begin two
quarters of intensive readings, writings,
discussion and project work. The
program will conclude with a second
ten-day wilderness trip in March.

The John Ruffatto Award has been
established at UM to honor the former
chairman of Murphey-Favre Securities
Services Inc. and faculty members who
are knowledgeable about small
businesses and talented in teaching
students about the subject.
Set up through the UM Foundation,
the endowment started as a $25,000
gift from Bill Papesh of Spokane,
president of Murphey-Favre, a member
of the foundation’s board of trustees
and a 1965 UM graduate in business.
Ruffatto and others have since
contributed $25,200 to the fund,
bringing the total so far to $50,200.
§ Interest from the endowment will
I fund an annual award of as much as
$5,000 to a faculty member chosen by
a committee of business people named
by business school Dean Larry
Gianchetta. Besides Ruffatto and
Papesh, the members will be George
Caras x’46 of Missoula, Roy Moline
’52 of Glendive and Janet Cox ’63 of
Billings.
Ruffatto, who joined Murphey-Favre
in 1958 and chaired the firm from 1973
to 1983, in February won UM’s Neil
S. Bucklew Presidential Service Award
for fostering greater understanding in
Montana of UM’s strengths and needs.
His contributions to UM include
playing a major role in starting the
business fund drive of the Excellence
Fund.

Library makes room
for the impaired
The library, in cooperation with
UM’s Office of Disability Services for
Students, has set aside a room for use
by people with print impairments.
The room, which has signs in
Braille, is geared to people with
impaired vision, learning disabilities
and orthopedic disabilities preventing
them from handling paper. It’s
equipped with a viewing page
magnifier, four-track tape recorder and
“ talking book’’ machine.
In addition, the library has access to
records and cassettes owned by the
Montana Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped.

John Ruffatto, former chairman o f Murphey-Favre
Securities Services Inc., contributes to the
endowment named in his honor.
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Ad Club team
in national competition
A UM Ad Club team won the
Advertising Federation’s Northwest
regional competition in April in
Portland, Ore., and got a standing
ovation for their polished presentation.
In June they placed seventh in the
national competition in St. Louis.
This year’s project, sponsored by the
Hearst Corp., was to design a
magazine that could achieve a 750,000
circulation in three years. Working
with faculty adviser Karen Porter, the
students came up with The Divide, a
magazine for and about the West.
The team also had to develop
editorial content, three sample tables of
contents, a grid and layout, a business
plan for three years, a twelve-page
prototype and a one-year marketing and
advertising campaign.
UM’s team included Colette
Baumgardner, Jett Kuntz, Donna Ruth
Christensen, Sara Fenter and Jami
Loucks of Billings; Karen Corbin and
Paul Kadillak of Butte; Gayle Hartung
of Laurel; Leslie Beck and Eric
Newman of Missoula; Anita Golden of
Hamilton; Nancy Thomas of
Stevensville; John Chor of Anaconda;
Bruce Bowdish of Kalispell; and Russ
Wheat of Helena.

KUFM-KGPR backers
go overboard
Montana Public Radio listeners
pledged $201,015 during a nine-day
fund-raiser this spring, topping the
$185,000 goal set by the station. The
station had not reached its goal in the
past three years, and this year’s
phenomenal success had volunteers and
employees cheering.
Development director David
Purviance attributed the record-breaking
giving to several factors, including the
station’s twenty-fifth anniversary and
bad weather, which kept listeners inside
and tuned to their radios. Two-hundred
and twenty-five volunteers answered
3,600 pledge calls from eighty-three
Montana communities.
Revenue received from listeners
b accounts for more than a third of the
station’s annual budget. It will pay for
nationally produced programs, board
operators’ salaries and needed
equipment.

Needs a Job — M ichael Shawn Taylor o f Billings, a 1990 graduate in physical therapy, proclaims his
wishes for graduation.

Carl Dragstedt receives
UM Service Award
Carl Dragstedt ’23, an avid supporter
of UM, was honored by his alma mater
May 14 with the UM Service Award.
The retired Missoula businessman
was publicly honored at the Big Sky
Conference Track and Field
Championship Tournament, held at
Domblaser Field May 16 through 19.
Dragstedt devoted much of his time,
money and enthusiasm to supporting
the university and the Missoula
community. He served the university in
many capacities, including president of
the Alumni Association, grand marshal
of the Homecoming parade, and a
member of the University Executive
Board. He was president of the
Missoula Chamber of Commerce and
active in many community
organizations including the Kiwanis
Club, Red Cross and Camp Fire Girls.
For more than thirty years he
sponsored the annual C.R. Dragstedt
Most Valuable Player Awards for
outstanding basketball players at UM
and at Missoula high schools. The
honor, named for Dragstedt’s father,
includes a plaque and $100 scholarship
for the selected UM student, while
selected high school seniors receive a
plaque and, if they choose to attend
UM, a cash award.
Dragstedt was instrumental in the
university’s purchase of the forty-acre
Prescott Homestead at the foot of
Mount Sentinel. The property,

purchased for $60,000 in 1954, now
houses the UM physical plant complex
and parking areas as well as the
Prescott home, which is still occupied
by ninety-six-year-old Clarence
Prescott.

Grant to provide
training in tribal
government
The law school has received a
$32,000 grant from the U.S. Education
Department to fund two fellowships
that will prepare students for tribal
government public service and related
public service to Indians.
Winners of the Patricia Roberts
Harris Indian Law Fellowship, which is
entirely funded by the federal grant,
will receive $10,000 plus tuition and
book money. The grant is renewable
for up to three years. Besides regular
course work, winners study Indian law
and tribal government public service.
The program will combine practical
and theoretical experience in Indian
law.
Congress established the Patricia
Roberts Harris fellowship program after
her death in 1985. One of the most
prominent black women in recent
history, she held two cabinet positions
in the Carter administration, was the
first black woman to be a U.S.
ambassador and was the dean of
Howard University’s law school.
MONTANAN/FAt I 1QQO
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“ Being
president
of UM
would be
about as
much as
I could
ever ask.”
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UM Grad Named President
by Carol Susan Woodruff

A

s a student at the University of Montana, George
Dennison never dreamed he’d be president of his
alma mater someday. But in late May, twenty-seven
years after earning his master’s degree in history at the
university, he became UM’s sixteenth president.
He’ll take the helm in mid-August, shortly after his fiftyfifth birthday. He replaces President James Koch, who
became president of Old Dominion University in Norfolk,
Va., after four years at UM.
Dennison, who earned a bachelor’s degree in history at
UM in 1962 and a doctorate in the field at the University
of Washington in 1967, was one of two finalists in a
national search. He first began thinking about becoming
UM’s president when he joined the ranks of administrators
at Colorado State University in 1976. “ Being president of
UM would be about as much as I could ever ask,’’ he
remembers thinking. “ But I didn’t think about it seriously
because the track I was on was on the academic side.’’
The academic track was long at Colorado State. Over the
course of eighteen years, Dennison was a history professor;
associate academic vice president; associate dean for
international development studies in the graduate school;
and associate dean of the College of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences. During that time, he wrote the book The
Dorr War: Republicanism on Trial, 1831-1861 and many
articles on topics such as martial law, affirmative action
and the party system. On the non-academic side, he served
as the admissions and records director.
Dennison, who’s also taught at the universities of
Arkansas and Washington, left Colorado to become the
provost and vice president for academic affairs at Western
Michigan University in 1987. He’s proud of his
accomplishments there, including helping increase the
diversity among students and faculty members, develop
academic programs and boost funded research. He’s
pleased to add that student enrollment has increased 25
percent over the past three years.
“ Being a provost is one of the best jobs in the world,’’
he says. “ I think it’ll be exciting...to find out how being a
president compares with that.’’
Skills he honed as provost will come in handy when he
becomes UM’s president, he notes, including consulting
often, listening carefully and making planning an everyday
activity.
A specialist in American constitutional and legal history,

he plans to teach at UM as well as run the university. But
he probably won’t tackle teaching during his first year. “ I
have a lot of learning to do, and I think trying to teach
while doing that...is to give short shrift to the students,’’
he says. “ That’s not something I care to do.”
Interestingly enough, at WMU he made time to teach a
freshman orientation course that he says increased student
retention.
Both he and his wife, Jane Schroeder Dennison, are
enthusiastic about returning to Montana. They grew up in
Kalispell, have vacationed in the Flathead Valley most
summers since leaving the state and still have family in
Montana. Dennison’s parents, Earl and Irene Dennison,
and his wife’s mother, Marie Bauer, live in Kalispell.
Dennison’s brother Jim works for Consolidated
Freightways in Kalispell, and his other brother, Tim, is
the assistant principal at Sentinel High School in
Missoula.
A 1953 graduate of Kalispell’s Flathead High School,
Dennison also has roots in Miles City. In 1960, he earned
an associate of arts degree at Custer County Junior
College—now Miles Community College.
After serving in the Navy from 1953 to 1957, he
enrolled at UM as a non-traditional student. Married and
the father of two boys, Rick and Robert, he had little time
for campus organizations. He belonged to one, however:
the Phi Alpha Theta history honorary. His son Rick, now
thirty-two, is a linebacker for the Denver Broncos football
team and holds a master’s degree in civil engineering.
Robert, thirty-four, is a high school mathematics teacher
and football and wrestling coach in Topeka, Kan.
Athletic ability runs in the family. “ I’m interested in
keeping myself in shape, so I run, golf and play handball,”
Dennison says. “ I’m a real handball nut.” Reading and the
arts are other interests.
What he most looks forward to in coming to Missoula,
Dennison says, is “ the opportunity to get to know the state
and community again and to continue what Jim Koch has
done so well—restoring the university to flagship status in
the state.”
Securing sufficient funding for UM so it can continue to
grow will be his top priority, he says. “ Without an
adequate resource base, we cannot hope to maintain the
quality of the programs and to respond to the needs of the
people of Montana as we should.”
MONTANAN/FALL 1990

9

George Montgomery:

^ijaissaijce

George Montgomery holds the Hollywood Westerners Hall o f Fame award trophy. A t right is a favorite poster from his days
as a Hollywood Westerns star.

by Virginia Vickers Braun

B

ack in the fall of 1936, George Montgomery
enrolled at the University of Montana with some
vague notions to study architecture. But, learning he
couldn t take any architecture courses until his third year,
he lost interest in school. “ I climbed the mountain in back
of campus a couple of times and sat up there on top
looking down on old Missoula,” he says. “ I mostly played
hooky.”
No doubt he daydreamed about someday becoming a
movie star. Even as a child, his sights had been set on
Hollywood. While in Missoula, Montgomery worked at
three jobs—at a local sandwich shop, at Pep Boys auto
parts store and at the Community Chest, where he drew
promotional posters. By March 1937 he had saved enough
money to pursue his dream, and he took off for California.
Fifty-three years later, in March 1990, he returned to
UM—this time as an accomplished artist in several fields.
‘‘He is an incredible self-made man,” said Jim Kriley,
dean of the School of Fine Arts, who arranged an eightweek exhibit of Montgomery’s work. ‘‘He is a Renaissance
man.”
10

MONTANAN/FALL 1990

While Montgomery is most widely known as a television
and motion picture star, he’s also gained fame as a fine
furniture maker, an architect and a sculptor. ‘‘Add it all up
and he truly is an amazing guy,” Kriley said.
Highlighting the Montgomery exhibit were seven of the
fifty bronze sculptures he’s created since taking up
sculpting in 1974 as a hobby. He completed his largest
sculpture, “ Custer’s Final Moments,” comprising fifteen
figures and twelve horses locked in mortal combat, only
one year later. A self-taught artist, Montgomery says
sculpting is a matter of trial and error. “ I have an eye that
tells me when it’s done or when it’s not right. I don’t draw
anything. I have it all in my head.”
Montgomery’s bronzes depict Western themes—cowboys,
Indians and animals, accurate down to minute detail—and
are reminiscent of Charlie Russell and Frederick
Remington, whom he admired. One, a standing, bronze
cowboy, was designed as the President Reagan Award for
inductees into the Hollywood Westerners Hall of Fame,
which Montgomery founded. Also on display were an oil
painting, some pencil sketches and twenty-four posters

CAMPUS
from Montgomery’s movie career.
“ I was just lucky to be in films for fifty-three years,”
Montgomery says. The day after arriving in Hollywood
from Montana, he landed a job as a horseman on a Greta
Garbo film. His next major break came when he was cast
as one of the five original Lone Rangers. By 1938 Darryl
Zanuck had signed him to a contract with 20th Century
Fox—the major studio at the time.
‘‘Zanuck didn’t like my last name, Letz,” writes George
in his biography, The Years o f George Montgomery, ‘‘and
he suggested we drop it and use my middle name,
Montgomery, which I chose when baptized at thirteen out
of nostalgia and fondness for the multi-useful country
catalog.”
Montgomery has appeared in eighty-six movies with
such stars as Ginger Rogers, Maureen O’Hara, Betty
Grable and Dorothy Lamour. He’s also been a writer,
director and producer. In the mid-’50s, he starred in the
television show ‘‘Cimarron City.” He loves to travel (“ I’m
sort of an adventuresome character” ) and continues to act.
Last year he did a film in Yugoslavia, and two years ago
he was filming in Russia, only about one hundred miles
from Odessa, where his parents used to live.

THE EASTERN FRONT:
LITERARY LANDSCAPE

October 11-13, 1990

Celebrate the literary legacy of M ontana this
fall at a M ontana w riters conference—The
Eastern Front: Literary Landscape. The
conference includes readings, receptions and
discussions w ith noted M ontana authors
W illiam K ittredge, Richard Ford, Jam es
Welch, A.B. G uthrie, Ripley Schemm Hugo,
Ralph Beer and others.
Cost to attend the conference only: $150
Cost to attend conference, plus m eals and
lodging at Pine Butte G uest Ranch: $475
For information and reservations, contact:
Mary S ex to n • P in e B utte S w am p P reserve
C h oteau , MT 5 9 4 2 2 (4 0 6 ) 4 6 6 -5 5 2 6
RESERVATIONS ARE LIMITED

M

ontgomery was born in 1916 in the Knee Hill
country east of Brady, Mont., the youngest of
fifteen children. His parents had immigrated to
Montana in 1914 and farmed near Conrad. ‘‘I didn’t know
Sponsored by the Choteau Schools, Choteau Per
anything but Russian until I went to school,” says
forming Arts League, Montana Nature Conser
Montgomery, who still speaks Russian fluently. He grew
vancy, and Pine Butte Swamp Preserve.
up learning to ride and ranch. “ I was probably one of the
best sheepherders in the country when I was sixteen.”
Much of his carpentry talent, no doubt, also was learned
“TH E GRIZZLY”
at an early age. During his seventeen-year marriage to
Full Color Watercolor Print
Dinah Shore, Montgomery began designing and making
by Doug Pryor
furniture to fill their home. His hobby grew into a
business. Soon people like Jack Benny, George Burns,
Clark Gable and Gary Cooper wanted his furniture. “ I kept
S E N D O R D E R S TO:
fourteen carpenters very happy for twenty-five years,”
PRYOR ARTWORKS
P.O. Box 2426
Montgomery says of the business that developed. He also
Missoula, Montana 59806
went on to develop his early interest in architecture and has
Telephone: (406) 721-2415
designed five houses in Beverly Hills.
FAX (406) 728-5202
Recalling his life in Hollywood during the “ golden
Dealer inquiries welcome.
years,” Montgomery says, “ the lifestyle was fabulous.”
Among his friends were John Wayne, Ronald Reagan and
Gary Cooper. There were fewer, bigger stars and life was
This high quality print is now being offered in a limited edition of 950,
signed and numbered (18” x 15”), with ample margins. Fifty only
glamorous. “ Stars were considered stars....It was
artist’s proofs are also available. A limited number of original
something quite exciting.”
remarques have been made available by the artist. Prints are $55 and
To many people, particularly Montanans, George
artist’s proofs are $95. Printed on 80#, 100% acid free paper.
Montgomery’s star has lost none of its luster. As an actor
PLEASE SEND:
TOTAL
and an artist he has captured the spirit of the West, and
—----------Artist’s proofs at $95 each, U.S. Funds
more than 350 fans turned out at a reception held in his
------------ S/N prints at $55 each, U.S. funds
honor at the UM Performing Arts Center at the opening of
Shipping and insurance...........................................
$3.50
his exhibit.
(Canadian residents add $7.50)..............................
“ I drove twenty miles and I would have driven a lot
TO:
TOTAL:
further than that to see him,” said Jack D. Rice of
Stevensville. “ I had two heroes. One was Gary Cooper and
print or type name
the other was George Montgomery. What I always liked
about George and Gary was that they always played the
address
good men; they were on the right side of the law. They
both were good riders. You knew they didn’t have to be
Cl,y
state or province
2ip
taught in Hollywood. That speaks a lot for itself right
Make checks payable to: PRYOR ARTWORKS
there.”
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Chinese Artist Tu Baixiong

cm

East Meets West on Canvas

Tu Baixiong is shown with one o f his contempory paintings, "Water Rice Field," a watercolor and gouache painting on rice paper.

by Gregory McCracken
s a senior at the Communist Chinese Zhejiang
Academy of Fine Arts in early 1967, Tu Baixiong
had to join his classmates in a required oil painting
course, a semester-long workshop titled “ Learning to Paint
Portraits of Our Great Leader, Who is the Most Red Sun
in Our Hearts, Mao Zedong.” The course was more than
an academic exercise. By 1969 Tu had done more than a
hundred portraits of Mao around Zhejiang Province. His
largest painting covered one side of an eight-story building.
“ During the Cultural Revolution, there were almost no
classes,” says Tu, a forty-five-year-old native of
12
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Hangzhou. “ We had a lot of meetings. All art students and
professors, if they were not in jail, if they were not in
political trouble, had to paint Mao Zedong’s portrait.”
Tu suffered through years of suspicion and persecution
mostly because of his father’s past, before Mao’s death in
1976 brought an end to the ten-year Cultural Revolution.
He perservered as an artist, however, and went on to win
several regional and national awards in China for his
paintings and calligraphy. He entered the University of
Montana’s Master of Fine Arts program in 19&7.
Tu, who will be the second Chinese in UM’s art

STUDENTS
department to earn a graduate degree, says he decided to
come to Missoula in 1984 after hearing UM Professor
James Todd give a guest lecture at the Zhejiang Academy
and, soon after that, seeing a Montana art exhibition in
Hangzhou. He was interested, he says, in learning
techniques and theories of Western schools of art and
combining them with traditional Chinese methods. Western
art in the twentieth century has become a vehicle for
emotions and ideas through the use of symbols and form,
Tu says, but in China it has remained a rigid, objective
discipline in which the artist must faithfully replicate the
Socialist Realism.
“ During the Cultural Revolution, before Mao Zedong
died, each painting—any art—had to reflect socialist
politics. Now, after Deng Xiaoping became the leader of
China, in general, the artist, compared with Mao Zedong’s
time, has more freedom.’’

I

n the early 1980s, when Deng’s policies opened the
doors that Mao had slammed shut, many
Western ideas streamed in. But a lot of confusion came
with the flood of new information, Tu says.
Many new forms of art flourished for a time in China,
but they soon failed because Chinese artists tried to copy
the styles and freedom of expression of Western artists
such as Andy Warhol, Joan Miro or the Post-Modern
artist Christo, without understanding the cultural and social
background that led to their acceptance.
Tu believes, however, that this was partially the fault of
the political propaganda that was circulating through the
country: “ In China, when government publications
introduced Western art several years ago, they would use
some very bad examples and tell the people this is a
reflection of the decay of capitalism.”
Despite the initial failure of Western art in China, Tu
says that Chinese artists can still gain much from its
integration with Chinese art. “ It brings in a lot of
information, a lot of advanced techniques,” he says. “ It
also lets us know that in this world there are a lot of
different ways of thinking, different methods.”
Tu’s paintings illustrate the compromise he has found
between East Asian art and Western techniques by
combining the strong lines of calligraphy with the bold
colors of Post-Impressionist artists such as Paul Cezanne
and Vincent van Gogh. Free of the constraints of
traditional Chinese paintings, which are almost always done
in watercolor on rice paper and are limited to three
categories—mountains and water, plants and animals, or
historical or mythological figures—Tu experiments with
new mediums. Acrylic paint and gouache, an opaque
watercolor mixed with a preparation of gum, on wrinkled
rice paper give his paintings dynamic texture and vibrant
color.
“ I use Impressionist colors combined with the quality of
Chinese calligraphy and paint on rice paper,” Tu explains.
“ I have developed a method to make the color stay very
fresh. Usually, with paint on rice paper, after it dries, the
color becomes dull and gray. So in traditional Chinese
paintings, they use very harmonious colors, not very
bright.”
Already an accomplished artist before coming to UM, Tu
says he is still experimenting and developing new methods.

He has had seven major exhibitions since 1975, the most
recent being this spring in the Mansfield Center. Prints of
five of his major paintings have been produced in China.
Since coming to Montana, he has sold more than ten
paintings and portraits.
For Tu, more important perhaps than monetary success
and the freedom to experiment with new techniques is the
freedom to choose the content of his work.
“ In the recent paintings I’ve painted in the United States,
my creative work records my experiences in China,” he
says. “ Sometimes I feel excited [about China]. But
sometimes I feel depressed because I have very strong
feelings about it. And now I have enough time, enough
chance, to express myself.
“ During the Cultural Revolution, I could not paint
because the government would say this is too capitalist.
And it would have caused me political trouble. It would
have given my family trouble. I had to be very careful. I
couldn’t paint what I really thought.”
Tu says that after graduating in 1967 and teaching at the
academy for one year, he decided to find a lower-profile
job than teaching because of the inevitable political
pressures. By leaving the academy, he was less susceptible
to political oppression, he says. From 1969 until the end of
the revolution in 1976, Tu made propaganda posters,
illustrated magazines and did oil paintings for museums for
the Hangzhou Art Co.
Before being printed, his work was always scrutinized by
Party members for evidence of anti-Cultural Revolution

The eagles in the top left com er o f Tu’s poster " Spring is Com ing”
symbolized freedom. Painting in 1972-73, the poster was very popular in
China during the Cultural Revolution.
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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D ear R eaders:
Most of you are aware that a serious budget shortage
forced the University of Montana to cut back on programs
and personnel last year. Well, the same budget problem has
now affected the M o n ta n a n magazine. We’ve had to cancel
the December issue, but we’ll be back in April.
To be honest, the M o n ta n a n has had inadequate funding
for a number of years. Last year, however, the state enacted
a policy demanding that we balance our budget each year.
Faced with a projected budget that would be at least
$12,000 in the red. we had to make the difficult choice of
dropping an issue.
Many of you have responded to our Gentle Reader
column; we receive about $ 1,500 each year in voluntary
subscriptions. We’re also pleased with advertising sales that
produce income of about $7,000 yearly. But we simply
can’t pay production and mailing costs for three issues of
the M o n ta n a n for a circulation of 44,000 on our present
bare-bones budget.
We don’t like dropping the December issue, and we know
you don’t either. We re proud of the M o n ta n a n and of our
ability to produce a high-quality magazine for our alumni
and friends. Perhaps next year’s budget will allow us to
return to three issues. We hope so.
Sincerely,

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiM iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiim iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiim iiiiim ii'iiiiiiiiih .

Virginia Braun
Editor

..D is c o v e r M o n t a n a 's ..,
G r e a t O u td o o r s ... j
■ C anoes
■ C lim b in g
■ K ayaks
■ C a m p in g
■ R afts
■ R e n ta ls
■ C ro ss-c o u n try S k is
Complete Selection of Outerwear and
Activewear for Men, Women and Children

Corner of Pine and Higgins
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-8:00—Sat. 9-6—Sun. 11-6

543-6966 I

'ii i ii ii H i ii ii i ii ii ii ii i ii ii ii i ii ii ii ii i ii ii m i i ii ii m i ii i im im ii i im ii m i ii i ii ii ii iH im i iM i ii i ’'

14

MONTANAN/FALL 1990

themes. If any had been found, Tu says he could have been
jailed, tortured or even executed. Despite the danger, he
always tried to include a message of hope in his art. In a
poster called “ Spring is Coming’’ Tu says he tried to show
that no matter how terrible the situation became,
eventually, like the weather, things would get better. And
in the blue sky above the terraced fields of the poster, Tu
painted in several eagles, Chinese symbols for freedom.
The poster was printed, Tu says, and was extremely
popular among the Chinese.
“ At the end of the Cultural Revolution,” Tu says, “ I
was very sick because my family had a very bad time. My
two younger sisters were forced to work in the countryside
for seven years. And my mother had terrible, extremely
high political pressure. Also my family had financial
problems. My father’s income, every month’s salary, was
only $3. That was only enough for him to buy fare to take
the bus to the factory.
“ In 1977, the doctor found that my mother had cancer,
and she died two years later. I think this was caused by the
Cultural Revolution.
£ £ “TF had a lot of political pressure because my
I family belonged to the black list (my father was
-M-a capitalist before 1949), and so I was different
from every student, or every artist, whose family belonged
to the red [peasants, soldiers and revolutionary leaders who
were considered loyal to Mao and the Cultural Revolution].
They treated me in a different way. And I got very bad
insomnia, and also my stomach was bleeding. I stayed in
the hospital several times, but still they did not completely
cure me.” A traditional Chinese medical doctor there
suggested Tu study Qi Gong—literally, vital energy
exercise.
“ Then I met an older lady, Yang Meijun. She is ninetysix years old now. She’s very, very famous in China now.
But at the time she was a common woman. She opened the
secret of Wild-Goose Qi Gong to the public. She taught me
directly and, after three months, I recovered.”
Tu explains Qi Gong is an exercise similar to yoga that
lets people tap into their inner energy and draw strength
from it. He says that in 1980 the provincial hospital asked
him to teach Qi Gong to many of the patients when he was
not working as an artist at the Hangzhou Painting
Academy. In Missoula, Tu teaches Qi Gong every Saturday
morning, and he is one of the few teachers of Wild-Goose
Qi Gong in the United States.
After completing the master’s program in fine arts, Tu
and his wife. Yuan Minyuan, intend to return to Hangzhou
where their seventeen-year-old son now goes to school. He
hopes to teach again at the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts
and share with his students many of the methods he has
perfected at UM. Tu says that because Communist
doctrine—not individual taste—dictated what was artistically
acceptable or unacceptable during the Cultural Revolution,
most Chinese are eager to experience new forms of art.
“ I’m very surprised,” he says. “ After the Cultural
Revolution, I thought they destroyed the heritage of
Chinese culture. They destroyed everything because they
thought these kinds of things would belong only to
feudalists, capitalists. But it [culture] comes back fast
because I think human beings, they know what is right.”

JO URN ALISM

Brent Musburger:

Keep Sports in Perspective
by Joe Durso Jr.

T

he car carrying Brent Musburger
to the ceremony at
which he would receive his
honorary degree was stalled in a hor
rendous traffic jam on campus, unusual
for a pleasant evening in May.
But then, the attractions were
unusual: within a hundred yards of
each other that night would be two
superstars: Musburger in the Montana
Theatre, and in the Field House, coun
try singer Randy Travis. Earlier in the
day, he’d told a group of journalism
Brent Musburger talks
students, “ If you can’t get into the
Travis concert tonight, drop by.’’
More than four hundred people did “ drop by,’’ from
campus and community, to watch as Musburger received
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree. The School
of Journalism had nominated him a year earlier, and the
ceremony completed two busy days on campus, during
which Musburger visited with students and alumni, faculty
and football players, and taped a TV spot on the bank of
the Clark Fork River with Smokey the Bear.
“ If the sports establishment were the military,” said
acting journalism Dean Bob McGiffert in his introduction
of Musburger, “ he would be a four-star general.”
Said Musburger, “ I am so glad to come to the university
having been gainfully employed again.”
Musburger’s celebrated firing from CBS after fifteen
years as the network’s premier sports broadcaster had
occurred just months earlier. He was hired by ABC just
days before his visit.
“ There’s something to be said for being temporarily
vulnerable,” he told his audience. “ The experience helps
you take stock of who you are, where you are, and where
you have been and where you should be going.”
And he reflected on the nature of news and sports and
life:
“ One of my greatest concerns today is that journalism
has become confused with sensationalism and negativity.
We might say that the prevailing newsroom mind-set...is
that good news is no news. Conversely, bad news is
journalism.”
As an example, Musburger cited the case of New York
Giants All-Pro linebacker Lawrence Taylor.
“ Should a Lawrence Taylor who is busted for drugs be
covered as a story?” he asked. “ Absolutely.
“ But is that the only story about the Giants or profes
sional football that should be covered? And the answer is
absolutely not.”

to the Grizzlies during his campus visit.

What if, Musburger wondered, a reader might want to
know about Giants quarterback Phil Simms’ quiet suburban
life, or the community service work of Coach Bill Parcells?
“ The editors would probably say they’re not really
stories. They don’t sell newspapers. Drug busts do.”
Then he cautioned his audience to keep sports in its pro
per perspective.
“ People are not watching the games for serious pur
poses,” he said. “ The real world is deadly serious.
Cancer, Lithuania—those are serious. But whether Dave
Stewart wins thirty games for the Oakland A’s this year
most definitely is not.
“ To me, a ball game or a boxing match or a round of
golf should be taken as a lot of fim,” he said, “ and there
is no need to apologize in this society for taking a little
time off to have fun. And that’s what I try to convey with
honest enthusiasm to my audience.”
But, said Musburger, sports is a legitimate target for
serious journalism, too.
“ If a player is trying to cover up an injury that might
hurt his performance and his team’s chances, by all means
you must give that story to the public,” he said. “ If a
high-priced athlete is not giving his all (to protect himself
from injury) and you have the proof, then share it with
your readers, listeners or viewers.”
And as for his time as an out-of-work broadcaster,
Musburger figures it was all for the best.
“ As a workaholic,” he said, “ I ’ve learned to slow
down. As someone who has always been on the road, I’ve
relearned the pleasures of family and home. And it is as if
each summer, when we return to our ranch in Big Timber,
I realize all over again how much of Montana’s beauty and
serenity I had simply taken for granted all these years.”
And when the applause had died down and the hand
shaking had been completed, Brent Musburger returned to
the microphone and said, “ I kept this short so you could
catch Randy’s second set.”
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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A t hom e in M ontana

A.B. Guthrie

A.B. Guthrie, who is still writing a t age 89, says his wife, Carol, is his best editor.

by Paddy O’Connell MacDonald
To readers of Fair Land, Fair Land, the countryside
surrounding A.B. Guthrie’s home near Choteau, Mont.,
looks eerily familiar. Jackpine, blown by incessant winds
into peculiar, twisted shapes, stud the landscape. Pheasant,
grouse and mallards feed in the ponds and grasslands.
Mountains loom up over the horizon. This is Dick
Summers country.
And like Dick Summers, the sagacious, gray-eyed
mountain man who appears in three of his novels, Guthrie
is very much at home here.
Ensconced in a beautiful house half an hour from town
with his wife, Carol, Guthrie has everything he needs. The
house is a stylish combination of wood and glass, skylights
16
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and lofts. Lush plants hang from ceilings and fill the
corners of each room. There are hooked rugs, bamboo
shades and baskets. There are books, books, books
everywhere. “ Bless our home” is neatly printed in chalk
on a blackboard over the kitchen table.
This April, the Guthries celebrated their twenty-first
anniversary. In honor of the occasion, they were treated to
a gourmet dinner catered by friends. “ I have a feeling,”
Guthrie says, poking Carol playfully on the arm, “ the
marriage will last.”
Guthrie’s health is ebbing. For several hours a day, tubes
connect him to an oxygen concentrator; his aging frame is
slight; large, thick-framed glasses dwarf his face. But the
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eyes behind the glasses continuously spark with humor,
impatience and intelligence. And although he turned eightynine years old last January, he hasn’t let age or ill health
keep him from his work. Each afternoon, he spends two or
three hours catching up on correspondence—Guthrie
answers every letter he receives—and then works on his
newest book, A Field Guide to Writing Fiction. He doesn’t
use a computer, which he refers to as “ the enemy of
mankind,’’ but cranks out his material on a manual
typewriter. He has no favorite book. “ My favorite book
hasn’t yet been written,” he says, “ and it may never be
written.” Asked if writing comes easily to him, he scoffs.
“ Hell, no, it hasn’t been easy. I bleed when I write!”
If writing hasn’t come easily to him, success certainly
has. The Big Sky, Guthrie’s second novel and thought by
academicians to be the first consciously shaped, controlled
work of art from Montana, has been printed at least ten
times in hardback and eleven times in paperback. His third
novel, The Way, West, won the Pulitzer Prize in 1950. The
screenplay he wrote for the movie “ Shane” was nominated
for an Academy Award, and the film is said by many to be
the best Western movie ever made.
Although Guthrie gives much of the film’s credit to its
producer, George Stevens, it was Guthrie who took the
novel, a typical Western with white-hats and black-hats,
and changed it into a more complex, more realistic tale. He
injected moral ambiguity into the story, presenting equal
cases for the open-range ranchers and the homesteaders.
Also, having wondered at the absence of grief in other
Westerns, Guthrie introduced the first funeral in that genre.
He also explored the idea of a love triangle kept innocent
by mutual regard all around. “ At the time,” Guthrie says,
“ the film was a landmark departure.”
Guthrie was born in Bedford, Ind., in 1901. When he
was still an infant, his parents migrated to Choteau where
his father was the first principal of the Teton County Free
High School. Guthrie says that his parents must have
seemed odd to the residents of the small stockman’s town.
They were fond of books, discussions and ideas; they
equated drink and sin; they abhorred vulgarity; they were
affiliated with, as Guthrie wrote in his autobiography,
“ that outnumbered foe of fun...the Methodist Church.”
Despite the differences, or perhaps because of them, the
family made many friends and earned respect in Choteau.
After one year at the University of Washington, Guthrie
transferred to UM, where he earned a journalism degree in
1923. He spent time in California, Montana and New York
before settling into a reporter’s job in Lexington, Ky.
While there, he married his first wife, Harriet, and
fathered two children, Bert and Helen. In 1944 Guthrie
won a Neiman Fellowship and packed his family off to
Harvard, where he worked on what was eventually to
become The Big Sky. When the fellowship ended, Guthrie
spent the summer at the Bread Loaf Writer’s Conference in
Vermont. Although he returned to his job in Lexington, he
knew his newspapering days were numbered. The Guthries
moved to Montana in 1953, and he has produced books of
critical and popular acclaim ever since.
Age has dulled neither his wit nor the tenacity of his
beliefs. He has, for example, no sympathy for developers.
He remains a naturalist, and the theme of The Big Sky, that
man tends to destroy the very things he most cherishes, is

the cornerstone not only of Guthrie’s writing, but of the
way he lives his life. He raves against what he calls the
“ cowboy ethic” that prevails in Montana. “ If a man owns
a piece of property,” Guthrie says crankily, “ he thinks it’s
his to do with as he damn well pleases.” He drums his
fingers on the table. “ Bit by bit we’re destroying the
wilderness,” he says, “ and if we don’t address the
population problem, we’re headed for catastrophe.”
He is iconoclastic when it comes to the subject of
religion. “ God is mystery,” he says. “ Christian religion is
only two thousand years old. What was God doing before
then? Loafing?” As for heaven and hell, Guthrie believes
they are “ strictly the inventions of man.”
He is amused at euphemism and the genteel tradition. “ I

“ Dirty words get
tiresome. They bore
the hell out of me. ’’
came from a very starchy family, and you have no idea
how far it went,” he says, smiling at his wife and
squeezing her hand. “ You didn’t speak of a woman’s leg.
You said ‘limb.’ ” Guthrie seems to prefer saltier
language. On the other hand, he does draw the line at too
much profanity in literature. “ Dirty words get tiresome.
They bore the hell out of me,” he says.
Guthrie attributes his longevity to ambition. “ I still get
edgy if I’m not involved in a project.” He also credits his
continuing ability to be outraged. “ I ’m always mad at
somebody,” he says, “ especially the politicians.” He does,
however, feel the years closing in on him. “ There isn’t
anyone my age any more.... I’ve outlived all my friends and
acquaintances,” he says, his face pinched a little with
melancholy. He brightens quickly: “ But I ’ve seen so many
sons-of-bitches bite the dust that I guess there is some
recompense.”
On a wall in the Guthries’ sunroom hang large pastel and
charcoal drawings of Teal Eye, Boone Caudill and Jim
Deakins, three of the characters in The Big Sky. “ He took
Boone right out of my head,” Guthrie says of the artist,
Alan Hamer. The room was specifically designed so that
the windows frame magnificent Ear Mountain, which he
has written about in each of his novels and which he refers
to as his “ fix on the universe.” Not surprisingly, Guthrie
does his writing in this room.
“ It’s a person’s duty to live up to the very best he was
born with,” says the former Harvard fellow, Pulitzer Prize
winner and Academy Award nominee. “ Not to do that is
sinful.”
Sounds a lot like Dick Summers’ philosophy.
And like Dick Summers, Guthrie is a man who has
found his place in the world: “ Where he wanted to be was
close to the mountains but out on the plains, where a man
could look west and see the jagged wall that separated the
worlds and east where distance ran beyond the reach of his
eyes....It was as good a life as any he knew and better
than most.”
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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Walter Mondale

Michael Sandel

Ralph Nader

Paul Volcker

There’s hope for the cynical

Restoring the Public Trust
by Virginia Vickers Braun

W

hat do you get when you invite two liberals, a
larger purpose,’’ he said, summing up a theme echoed by
conservative and a political theorist to speak at
all of the speakers at the 1990 Mansfield Conference,
the annual Mansfield Conference May 20-21? A
organized by the Mansfield Center at the University of
surprising amount of agreement on the topic of the public
Montana.
trust and private interests.
The speakers left no doubt that the public trust has been
A smiling, relaxed Walter Mondale disarmed a packed
violated and that the cost is a growing cynicism among
house with straight talk about the need for campaign
voters (only half of the American electorate voted in the
reforms and the necessity for honest political debates. His
last presidential election). Volcker cited corrupt Pentagon
natural wit and down-to-earth manner, which didn’t come
procurement, political scandals at the Department of
across well on national television, proved his point that
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and bribery in the
thirty-second “ sound bites’’ on television don’t do justice
Food and Drug Administration. Nader said consumer,
to political candidates.
environmental and workplace safety and bank regulatory
Tall and lanky in a plain blue suit, Ralph Nader earnestly
laws are not being enforced. Sandel said, “ Never in recent
implored an equally large audience to become more
memory has there been such attention given to the ethics of
involved as citizens for the sheer joy of working together
public officials,” listing as examples the Keating Five, the
as a community and to make the country a better place to
resignation of Jim Wright as speaker of the House, the
live.
defeat of John Tower’s nomination as secretary of defense,
At 6 feet 7 inches, the imposing former chairman of the
the rejection of Supreme Court nominee Douglas Ginsburg
Federal Reserve, Paul Volcker, surprised another full house
and the withdrawal of Gary Hart from the presidential
by talking less about the stock market than about the need
race.
for governmental reforms and the necessity for attracting
According to Mondale, the system “ is an offensive mess
bright young people into government careers.
and cries out for reform, not whether you’re a Democrat
And in a carefully constructed, deliberate speech,
or a Republican, but just because you’re an American and
Harvard Professor Michael Sandel stressed that the
you want honest, open government again.” Politicians
meaning of ethics in politics has narrowed to focus more
compromise the public interest by spending too much time
on the personal ethics of politicians than on the
fund raising and getting elected and not enough time
fundamental moral issues that should guide the country.
discussing and debating serious issues, he said.'
“ There’s a hunger for a politics of larger meaning and
Volcker also said that trust in government and “ our
18
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collective willingness to honor and serve it seem to have
diminished, and diminished significantly, over the past
twenty or so years.” The public trust is based on a sense
of essential fairness and integrity, and once that disappears
“ so will be lost the willingness to pay taxes, to vote, to
support new programs, to take chances in public policy.
And without those things together, there will be no
effective government.”
From a political theorist’s view, Sandel said, ‘‘What’s
missing in our political debate are large moral questions of
fundamental purpose—the kind of questions that confronted
the country when the New Deal was thrashed out.”
There’s not much difference between the two political
parties today, he said, and most of the partisan debate
addresses efficient management rather than political
direction and principles.
Echoing these sentiments, Volcker said Congressman Bill
Frenzel of Minnesota ‘‘put his finger on part of the
problem when he commented that as a society we’re going
through a scattering of what used to be called national
purpose. At one time this country had a manifest destiny.
Now everyone is chasing a different butterfly.”
Both Volcker and Sandel voiced concerns about reducing
public policy decisions to a dollars-and-cents mentality. The
problem, Volcker said, is that ‘‘citizens vote their
pocketbooks, politicians are dominated by their desire for
re-election, and bureaucrats spend their careers aspiring to
more subordinates and to avoiding any responsibility or any
accountability.”
Nader called for citizens to ask themselves, ‘‘What are
we going to do in the next ten years to build this
democratic structure?” The first thing he’d like to see is
‘‘an honest, capable government apparatus.” One solution
is to reduce the number of federal political appointees from
about 3,000, to 1,000, a figure Nader and Volcker
agreed on. This, said Volcker, would force bureaucrats to
become more accountable and allow competent career
officials to rise to the top. Volcker also called for higher
pay for government employees to attract better qualified
people.
Both Volcker and Nader urged the audience, particularly
students, to become more involved as citizens. ‘‘If you
think they (politicians) are not responding in a way you’d
like to see them respond, don’t go in a hole,” Volcker
said. ‘‘Get out there and participate, and I think (it) can be
an exciting adventure....”
Putting it somewhat differently, Nader said becoming an
actively involved citizen ‘‘is a pure form of sheer joy.”
Average citizens can play an important role in a
democracy, he said. ‘‘A mere fraction of 1 percent of an
aroused citizenry and the proper organization can make a
very, very significant difference.” Unfortunately, said
Sandel, community service has come to be viewed more as
a punishment—as an alternative sentence for rich and
famous criminals—than as a privilege.
Nader suggested a number of ways to become involved.
One old-idea being revived around the country is the
‘‘time/dollar” concept, where volunteers log time spent
doing various kinds of public service into a computer bank
run by a community group. Senior citizens, for example,
might log fifty hours tutoring a teen-ager and then draw on
those hours when they need transportation or help mowing
their lawn. Everyone’s time would be of equal value.

‘‘What it does is that it binds the community together,”
Nader said, adding that the practice is tax exempt and
inflation proof.
Another concern shared by the speakers was the lack of
government accountability and accessiblity. Both Nader
and Mondale called for public financing of presidential
campaigns. Most Americans don’t contribute to political
campaigns, Mondale said, which forces politicians to
‘‘learn the talents of high-class panhandling.” Leaders must
pay an ethical price to get the kind of money needed to
win elections, he said. Today it costs about $4 million to
win a Senate race and about $400,000 for a seat in the
House. ‘‘Most big contributors want something in return
for their money” —special access—if nothing else, he said.
ondale blamed the media for not playing a more
responsible role in covering the candidates.
Politicians use radio and television “ not to discuss
issues or to get into substance—they get into trouble for
doing that—but to find some attack that can rough up your
opponent and undermine that person’s chance of being
elected without stepping out to the issues.” Politicians
ought to spend the months before the election debating the
issues candidly so that the public can make informed
choices, he said. Film makers and pollsters—not scholars
or the public—are shaping campaigns, and the result is that
“ we just don’t seem to get down to meaningful questions”
during national campaigns.
“ Almost everything that I ever did in public life over
twenty-five years that I’m proud of I did in disregard for
public opinion polls,” Mondale said. “ In the last campaign
I talked about reducing the deficit and used the terrible Tword, and I had a chance to go back to my family in a
hurry,” he said with a laugh. “ My opponent said the
deficit would disappear__His argument was bunk. We now
have a $3-trillion deficit.”
Volcker, too, said, the country should find a better, less
costly way for politicians to express their views. “ We have
to find something better than thirty-second sound bites.”
And Nader pointed out that although we, the American
public, own the public airways over which radio and
television broadcast, we don’t control them or have any say
about how they are used. The public doesn’t even collect
any licensing fees for their use, he said.
The tremendous political advantage incumbents have
results in a dangerous concentration of power, Nader said.
“ Members of Congress get elected almost automatically
unless they’re involved in sex scandals or criminal
prosecutions. In 1988, only one member of Congress was
not re-elected,” he said.
Nader called for more political parties, which would
broaden the political agenda. He also called for a party
organized by young people, which would teach them an
essential element of politics—“ the proper distribution of
power.”
While there’s no easy answer to the question of how to
restore a sense of control over the forces that govern
people’s lives, it is a starting point for a new political
agenda in this country, Sandel said. The party and the
candidate who can articulate these concerns and connect
them to realistic policies, institutions and reforms will go a
long way toward addressing the sense of frustration that’s
caused a gulf between citizens and their government, he
said.

M
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DO IT!
(but don’t overdo)

by Carol Susan Woodruff

A

erobics-class dropouts, take heart. Type A
workaholics, listen up. All you couch potatoes,
WAKE up. The chairman of the university’s
health and physical education department has good news
for you.
Yes, after years of being a competitive athlete, training
and observing athletes and studying the literature on
athletic performance, Professor Gary Nygaard has come to
a startling conclusion: “ Most people probably exercise
harder than they need to for optimal health benefits, which
include stress reduction.”
For years, many of us have been brainwashed to believe
that, to do our bodies any good, we must get our pulses
racing wildly for twenty to thirty minutes three times a
week. How many times have we heard some bubbly
aerobics instructor trot out that dreaded formula for target
pulse rate, 220 minus age times .8? Is it any wonder 50
percent of the people who start exercise programs drop out
in six months? We can’t even do the math, much less the
exercises.
In recent years, the concept of exercise for health
benefits has changed markedly, says Nygaard, whose
courses include “ Exercise, Relaxation and Stress Control”
and “ The Psychology of Sport.” People have known for
years that exercise benefits the body. But only recently
have they learned that even light to moderate exercise can
also profit the mind, reducing stress, alleviating depression
and boosting self-esteem. In fact, Nygaard says such
exercise provides 90-95 percent of the health benefits of a
harder workout.
Now, by light to moderate exercise, Nygaard isn’t
talking about making three trips to the fridge every night to
grab a beer. Get real. He’s talking about regular, aerobic
exercise yes, we’re still stuck with those two bugaboos—
but his approach makes for a kinder, gentler exercise
program than ones many of us have tried.
For one thing, instead of the traditional formula for
target pulse rate, he endorses “ Nygaard’s Number” : 220
minus age times .8 times another .8. His number, on the
low end of the range recommended by the American
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College of Sports Medicine, is 64 percent of the so-called
maximum heart rate (220 minus age) or 80 percent of the
standard formula. He arrived at the number after hearing
and reading about many excellent, yet easy athletic
performances after which top-flight athletes reported
expending only 80 percent of the effort they were capable
of.
A number of Nygaard’s colleagues agree that vigorous
exercise isn’t essential to good health. One of them is
exercise physiologist Brian Sharkey, president of the

vigorous exercise
isn't essential
to good health.
American College of Sports Medicine and director of UM’s
Human Performance Laboratory. “ Doing moderate exercise
on a regular basis is what you’re after,” he says. “ You
don’t have to do high-intensity exercise. By being more fit,
you don’t increase the health benefits.”
“ For most people, it’s not necessary to get a high, in
tense level of workout,” says Michael Sachs, an associate
professor of physical education at Philadelphia’s Temple
University and co-editor of the book Running as Therapy.
“ It’s not necessarily that less is more, but you don’t have
to go to 85 percent. Sixty-four percent would give you
much of what you’re looking for.”
Jacksonville, Fla., psychologist Gary Buffone, Sachs’ coeditor of Running as Therapy, routinely prescribes exercise
for clients suffering from anxiety, depression and low self
esteem. “ If all my patients were on the 60 percent
schedule. I’d be happy as a clam,” he says.
While Buffone doesn’t advocate purely “ feel-good exer-

FACULTY
cise” such as bowling, he often recommends walking.
In fact, walkers—whether they’re of the regular, power,
speed or race variety—form one of the fastest-growing
segments of the exercising population, Nygaard says.
Although exercise is good for everyone, its positive ef
fects are most dramatic in people who go from zero to
some activity.
“ Recent studies show that people who really benefit from
exercise programs aren’t necessarily people like me who go
out and run reasonably hard four or five times a week or
play racquetball,” Nygaard says. “ It’s people who haven’t
been doing anything and wind up getting up and going for
a walk or something extremely light.”
According to Nygaard, all that “ no pain, no gain” stuff
is best left to highly competitive exercisers and professional
athletes, to people using exercise to build up their egos,
fame or bank accounts. He figures that in the long run,
more than moderate exercise puts too much strain on the

Caa/y Nygaard takes a leisurely jog.

mind and body. The best plan is to find an enjoyable exer
cise and do it lightly to moderately.
Here’s the gist of his copyrighted list of suggestions call
ed “ Components of Exercise for Stress Control.’’ Exercise
should be:
• Enjoyable. “ Tell yourself you’ll exercise to relax,’’
Nygaard says. “ The worst thing you can do for stress con
trol is use exercise to work out problems at the office. You
should create a respite from the rest of your day.’’
• Aerobic. But use Nygaard’s Number, not the old
formula.
• Rhythmical. Cultivate a “ Movement Mantra,’’ he says.
“ There should be a thing—an object, breathing, sound—
that you concentrate on.” He sometimes counts his footfalls
or listens to the crunch of snow beneath his shoes.
• Process rather than product-oriented. Focus on enjoy
ing the movement itself, not on building muscles or winn
ing prizes.
• Non-competitive. To relax, you
must avoid both direct and indirectunstated—competition. “ Just because
you’re exercising, you’re winning,”
Nygaard says.
• Voluntary but regular.
• Appropriate to your personality.
Do you prefer to exercise alone or in a
group? How much control do you
need?
• At least thirty minutes long. The
best kind of psychosomatic relax
ation—when the mind calms the
body—occurs when there’s a shift from
irregular beta brain waves to smooth
alpha ones, Nygaard says. “ There’s
some indication that with mild aerobic
exercise, it’s possible to have a betaalpha shift after eighteen to twenty
minutes,” he says. “ So, why not do
thirty minutes three times a week rather
than twenty minutes and enjoy that
extra ten minutes” of alpha state?
• Preceded by a warm-up and follow
ed by a cool-down period. After exer
cising, you might want to put your
knees up and meditate awhile, Nygaard
says.
• Light to moderate. To check your
level, note your breathing patterns and
see whether you can talk while jogging.
Nygaard also uses a chart that matches
a range of pulse rates with descriptions
of various levels of perceived exertion.
For example, if you feel you’re exer
cising fairly lightly, your pulse rate
should be about 110-120.
• Done in pleasant surroundings.
I • Always satisfying.
| • Done without criticizing or overI analyzing yourself. “ As Nike says,
‘Just do it.’ ”
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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by Paddy O'Connell MacDonald

O

nly a true curmudgeon doesn’t enjoy a parade. With
all its frivolity, patriotism and unbridled enthusiasm,
a parade is bound to bring out the hail-fellow in
everyone. To the observer, the event looks as if it just
happens. The bandleader blows a whistle, and Eureka! A
parade! Take it from me, the Homecoming parade
coordinator, it isn’t quite that simple.
First of all, no matter how much I nag, whine and beg,
approximately 90 percent of those who eventually will
participate in the parade don’t let me know until the very
last moment. Every year I ’m convinced anew that this time
my luck has run out, that no one is interested in joining
our event. But, miraculously, at 4:59 p.m., the last minute
of the Wednesday at five” deadline, when there is little
hope remaining that there will, indeed, be a parade, the
paper blizzard starts. People swarm the alumni office,
applications clutched tightly in their hands. I sit at my
desk, counting the pieces of paper like Midas tracking his
gold supply. Tragedy is averted once again, as suddenly,
22
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the parade has grown from twenty-three entries to 120.
And all 120 want to be at the front of the parade.
Apparently, there is some secret shame attached to being
number eighty-six in the lineup. It’s akin to being invited
to the first shift of the big Christmas party when you just
know that all the “ good” people have been invited to the
second. Participants are very creative in their reasons for
having to be close to the front. The children with them on
the float have weak bladders. Someone has a plane to
catch. Andrew and Jessica can’t be near the fire engines
because the noise hurts their ears. And so on.
The entire process of parade lineup becomes very
political. It would be sheer foolishness, for example, to
place the Western Montana Shrine Club’s Bitty Bug Patrol
at number five and stick the Clark Fork Shrine Club’s
motorized bathtubs way back at position 119. The
difference in lineup numbers between similar or competing
organizations (Republicans and Democrats, Girl Scouts and
Campfire Girls, American Legion Post 101 and Post 27)

ALUMNI NEWS
shouldn’t be more than, say, fourteen.
I’ve learned the hard way that the term “ float” is
sometimes used capriciously. Although the Random House
Dictionary defines a float as a “ vehicle bearing a display,
usually an elaborate tableau/’ the word is actually used to
describe an astonishing variety of things. A float might be
a flatbed truck festooned with six rolls of butcher paper
and .a potted pine tree. Or it could be a Buick emblazoned
with religious quotes, such as “ The wages of sin is
death.” It might be a towing unit carrying thirty people
wearing rubber Groucho Marx glasses and mechanics’
overalls decorated with the name of a hardware store. It
might be a goat dyed green.
Last year a young fellow called me at home the night
before the parade and asked persission to make a late
entry. (In a foolish lapse of judgment, I included my home
phone number on the application form, a folly I shan’t
repeat.) He explained solemnly that his float was “ not to
missed.” And I, perennial patsy, gave him a coveted place
toward the front of the lineup. The fellow showed up right
on time the next morning in his “ float,” which consisted
of a 1967 ice cream truck with copper, silver and gold
gold crepe paper wound in the spokes and one, count ’em,
one balloon fluttering weakly from the antenna. Someone
was seated in the back of the truck, hurling frozen treats
into the crowd; in his fervor, he accidentally beaned a Cub
Scout on the head with a Fudgsicle.

A

lthough horses are always a welcome sight in a
parade, they do create a delicate situation, especially
if a marching band has the misfortune to get
positioned behind them. This “ situation” can be solved by
a “ clean-up crew,” an elaborately costumed saint of a
person—the point of the costume being anonymity—who
carries a big shovel and a bucket. The problem is, there
aren’t many living saints in western Montana, and the mere
mortals among us aren’t at all eager to engage in this
pastime. Therefore, the names of potential “ clean-up
crew” members are a jealously guarded secret.
There is a whole contingent of people who own
“ classic” automobiles and are darned proud of it. Two
years ago, in an effort to shorten the parade to allow
people enough time to get to the football game, we didn’t
allow undecorated vehicles to participate. This new rule
was met with shock and disbelief from classic-car owners.
“ Oh, but you don’t understand,” someone would always
say. “ This car is different. This car is a 1964 Mustang.”
Or, “ This car just happens to be (pause for dramatic
effect) a Ferrari.” There is no talking to these people. It’s
like trying to tell your great aunt that you really don’t care
for fruitcake. She will smile knowingly and say, “ Oh, but
dear, you haven’t tried mine.”
It’s inevitable that mishaps will occur right before the ten
o’clock starting time. A few years ago, Missoula’s mayor
was waylaid on his way to the lineup site. The whistle
blew, the band started and the driver of thejnayor’s
designated car fell right in line as he was told to do. There
he was, hunched over the wheel in shame, driving an
empty Model A hung with signs inviting the crowd to
“ Meet Mayor Toole.”
One year the vehicle for the Homecoming king and
queen mysteriously disappeared. In desperation, I offered
my own car, an unwashed Volkswagen convertible. As

volunteers hung signs from the doors, I was busy emptying
the car of its contents: racquetball shorts and shoes, a halfeaten box of McDonald’s french fries, four paperbacks, a
large rubber dog bone, a bag of Eco Compost and a burlap
sack of tulip bulbs. This motley collection of stuff landed
at the feet of the waiting crowd; it was not a pretty sight.
We cleaned up the vehicle as best we could with a bar rag
from the Stockman’s, and into the parade it rolled, king
and queen perched unsteadily on the trunk.
Last year, just when we thought we were going to slide
through the parade without incident, a van careened around
a corner with that ever-popular rock song “ My Sharona”
blaring from an amplifier attached to the roof. The music
frightened some skittish mules within earshot; they reacted
by kicking in the front of a classic Corvette.
The parade changes significantly each year. New
participants with fresh ideas join in, so there are always
surprises. Last year, for example, marked the birth of the
Alumni Band, an enthusiastic and talented group of alums
from all over the country. They were easily the crowd’s
favorite entry, and they caused quite a stir as they marched
in unison, wearing matching caps, playing “ Up with
Montana.” There was not a dry eye on the street.
There are some other favorites that we look forward to
each year. Bonner School always has a spectacular float,
complete with music and a drill squad. There are some Tshirted fellows who push toy ducks on sticks. UM’s
international students usually march in their native
costumes. Community Hospital has a splendid entry,
usually involving horses dressed in surgeon’s gowns and
grown-ups running alongside them with pacifiers in their
mouths, wearing diapers and bonnets and holding huge,
multicolored lollipops.
Despite my eleventh-hour histrionics and doomsaying, the
parade, which joins town and gown for two joyous hours,
gets better every year. We can all bask in pride at the
combined efforts of the University of Montana and the city
of Missoula. Together, they are capable of wonderful
things. The parade has consistently been an outstanding
event with attractive, creative and entertaining entries. It’s
a profusion of color, music, humor, beauty and fun. There
are bands, clowns, costumed dancers, covered wagons and
puppeteers. There are moving replicas of churches,
hospitals, parks and dance halls. There are politicians, Girl
Scouts and color guards.
And, yes, judiciously spaced throughout the parade are
genuine, gorgeous professional-looking “ vehicles bearing a
display, usually an elaborate tableau.”

Frank Diener '56 of
Billings and Hal
Herbig '51 o f
Missoula were
members o f last
year's Alumni
Marching Band,
%which was one o f the
|highlights o f the
oparade. This year's
I parade will be
i Saturday, Sept. 29.
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UM Alumni
Association
contacts

Montana con
Choteau
• Peggy Marlow Guthi

Bigfork
(Pending)
Big Timber
• Mark Josephson

466-2083

Clancy
• Bob W. Hoene

932-4655

933-8215

Billings
• Lou O. Aleksich Jr.

Conrad
(Pending)
Cutbank
• Larry Epstein

256-8464

• Don Stanaway*

252-5200

873-5642

Bozeman
• Mark L. Guenther

Seattle
• Carla B. Boettcher

• Dan Short

873-4914

587-7631

206-828-0488

• Mike O'Neill

Forsyth
(Pending)
Fort Bbnton
• W. George Fultz

• Keith D. Peterson

• Tami Bishop Rhodes

• Gail Paige Good*

• Marilyn Shope Peterson*

Chester
• Arlo D. Skari

Glasgow
(Pending)

Butte
• Tom McElwain*

Anchorage
• Richard W. Owens

• Glen M. Campbell

206-283-9948

782-0116

907-248-9104

• Kathryn V. Driscoll

206-820-0356

622-5238;

494-5694

206-782-4929

494-4369

206-782-4929

292-3602

J]

622-3826

Coeur d’Alene
• Patricia Doney Hilgendorf

Spokane

• Loreen Leonard
• Kay Stipe

Minneapolis
Portland
• Lynn E. Everett

Trl-CItles
• Don J. Campbell

509-783-8430

503-245-4662

Detroit
• Thomas J. Dii

• Michael Higgs
• Jeff McNaught

313-468-3312

Denver
• Elaine Huber Adams*

State
• Jane

303-986-4919

• Carol Sue Otthouse Palin

8i 4-;

303-979-4461

• Joanne Hassing Ritvo

303-526-2530

St. Louis
• Robin McCann Turnei

San Francisco
• Carl Burgdorfer
• Richard I. Ford
415-946-9743

314-726-1555

• Thomas H. Wilson

314-997-4407

Fresno
• Louis O. Griffee

209-275-1787

Los Angeles
• Bill Boettcher

714-499-5584

• Mary Ellen Cawley Turmell

213-544-0709

San Diego
• Mary Moriarity Downey

619-435-3913

• J. Bruce Jelinek

619-225-1220

• Myra Alves Shults
Taipei Taiwan
• Phyllis C.F. Lin

02-762-0646
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619-259-3863

• Paul Caine*

619-421-0485
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Kansas City
• Marilou Dwyer Lewis

ts by town
at Falls
iff Mahon

• Stephen A. Turkiewicz

• Karen Schrim Dahlberg

uce Ortisi

Joliet
• Gazry L. Spaeth

• Virginia Walters Foster

442-8325

►4-1844
13-1318

962-3230

ank W. Shaw*

Kalispell
• Beverly Simpson Braig

3-7784

752-8265

n Wylder*

3-2503

• Reed J. Gunlikson

752-1148
owton
iraine MacKenzie Cooney • Kaaren Hillstrand Jensen
2-4187

755-7480

re
Bnding)

Lewistown
• Pam Pfau Higgins

I Beaman*

Miles City
• Karl B. Rogge*

ina

538-8218

2-3537

ne Reed Benson*

3-0210

232-6387

chael A. Lavin

Missoula
• Phyllis Lindgren Bouchee

rbara Kundert Moy

• Joan Watts Datsopoulos*

549-0765

2-5096
2-8995

251-4386

Scobey
• Don Hagan

Whitefish
• Dorothy Pemberton Laird’

Shelby
• Dean Hellinger*

• William 'Bill' Schustrom

• Merle J. Raph

White Sulphur Springs
• Dennis “ Denny” Davis
• J. Wayne Mathis

• Sharen Mirehouse Wenz

Sidney
• Bill Brenner*

• Hal Woods*

• Rocky L. Torgerson

Poison
• Douglas J. Wold

Stanford
• John R. Christensen

Red Lodge
• Helen Brumwell Evans

• Rebecca Christensen

728-4549

543-6806

• Steve Harrington*

728-1712

• Douglas D. Harris
• Noreen Ortwein Kozeluh

549-4607
721-4493

487-5006

432-2913

434-2536

482-7442

862-6356

862-2419

547-2298
547-3491

482-6262

549-8518

883-4639

446-3249

• Williams R. Evans

446-3249

566-2544
566-2544

Stevensville
• Julie Klinkhammer Helbach

777-2885

Townsend
• Bill Kearns*

Richland
• Larry G. Kravik

266-3831

724-3361

University of

Montana

UM Alumni Association Board of Directors

SHOW OFF YOUR COLORS!
Philadelphia
• Stephen E. Medvec

215-637-1659

UM lic e n se Plate

(ton DC
Scales McMahon

2-5849

Each person has ac
cess to videos and
UM material. Con
tact UM Alumni Of
fice for a contact in
your area.

Friends and alum ni o f the University o f Montana can purchase the official UM
License Plate featuring the school’s colors, image o f Main Hall and logo.
Approved by the Montana Legislature, y o u r personal plate will be available
beginning Jan. 1. 1991 fo r $22.50 annually; $20.00 o f that will be deposited
in UM’s scholarship fund.
I f yo u are interested, write to:
“License Plates"
d o University o f Montana
Missoula. M T 59812
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CLASSNOTES
Classnotes are compiled and edited by Paddy
O'Connell MacDonald. I f you would like to sub
mit information, please write to her c/o Alum
ni Office, Brantly Hall, University o f Montana,
Missoula, M T 59812-1313.

’20s

Class of 1930—Pictured on the steps o f Brantly Hall are fourteen members o f the class o f 1930 who
attended their 60th class reunion in June. Front row: Herbert L. Eastlick, Olga Hammer Armstrong,
Dorr Covell Skeels, Fred H. Mass. Second row: Ruth Marie Leib Evenson, Josephine McGlumphy
Vogt, Virginia Frances Schwin Brophy, Ryland Haynes Walford. Third row: Isabel Orchard Hall, Hazel
Mumm Grover, George "B u d ” Joseph Grover. Top row: Josephine Rosa Graf Stepanzoff, James

C. Garlington, George B. Schotte.

Class of 1940 —Pictured in front o f Main Hall are 67 members o f the class
o f 1940 who attended their 50th class reunion June 9. Kneeling: Carter
Williams. Gene Fopp, Leonard Langen, Walter Elliott. Row 1: Ruth
McCullough Powers, Gwen Benson Nottingham, Jeanne Ruenauver
Hamilton. Betty Hoskins Fletcher, Alice Inabnit Graves, Nelle Maxey Durgan,
Madge Scott van Adelsberg, Margaret Love Talbott, Florence Murray Tubbs,
Lois Bauer West, Grace Baker Martell, Ann Prendergast Pantzer, Dorothy
Anne Miller Petersen, Gayle Draper Thomason, Marion Erickson Veraldi,
Josephine Maury Warde. Row 2: Martha Jenkins DeMers, Ruth McKee
Olson, Marie Trekell Wilson, Myron Keilman, Bill Piatt, Russell Lockhart,
Bill Connor, Don Bartsch. Bob Pantzer, Clifford Cyr, Gordon Garrett. Row
3: John Kemp, Myron "Sam " Marra, Joe Ghirardo, Bill Artz, Meril Carter,
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Gertrude Hubber Stewart ’25, whose career
at UM spanned 46 years, died in February in
Missoula. She began working while a student
in 1921 and worked primarily as a secretary for
the residence halls. Her husband, the late John
W. Stewart, was director of athletics and coach
ed basketball and track at UM from 1922 to
1932.
Leonard R. Parsons
’25 and his two sons
own several drugstores
in California. Leonard
lives in Solvang, Calif.
“Montana was great for
me,’’ he writes.
Jim Bates, J.D. ’28,
died May 28, 1990, in
Leonard R. Parsons
Los Angeles. Bates
received a Distinguished Alumnus Award from
UM in 1987.

Merle Brunsvold, Jerry Bauer, Robert "Buzz" Robinson. Row 4: Vera Wilson
Lutz, Margaret Kemp Wagner, Dan Nelson, W.A. Cobban, Eugene Landt,
Glenn Mueller, John Bays. Row 5: Delbert Pile, Norven Langager, June
O'Brien Merrick, Larry Grape, Jean Dickson Jonkel, Douglas Dahle, Ty
Robinson. Row 6: Lucille Sweeney Chesbro, Charles Sweeney, Art Mer
rick, Joe Clemow, Stanley Ames. Row 7: Curtis Stimson, Laura Murphy
Stimson, Bill Stevens, Dale Galles. Row 8: Harold Hanson, Ethylmae Powell
Hanson, Verna Green Smith, Harriet Moore Sharp, Bob Parker. Not pic
tured, but also attending the reunion: Sarajane Murphy Corette, Frank Davis,
J.H. "H ib " Hanson, Mary Dratz Morrison, Herbert Swanson and Robert
Weikel.

CLASSNOTES

’30s
Truman Cheney, M.A. ’36 of Cameron,
Mont., died April 16,1990. He was a professor
of guidance and counseling at Portland State
College in Oregon and at the University of
Nevada in Reno, and he was a clinical
psychologist with the Veteran’s Administration
in Fort Meade, S.D., and in Sheridan, Wyo.
He retired in 1978.
D. Dee Cooper ’31, M.Ed. ’39, lives in
Helena with his wife, Fern. He writes: “I spent
43 years in education in Montana; 22 were spent
as a coach, teacher, principal and superinten
dent of schools. The last 21 I served as ex
ecutive secretary of the Montana Education
Association, from which I retired in 1974
Helen Huxley Hufford ’34 and Kenneth
Hufford ’34 live in LaFayette, Calif. “I’m now
playing sax and clarinet in Oldies But Goodies,
a four-piece band,” Ken reports. “ We play as
volunteers at commencements, hospitals, retire
ment homes and senior citizens’ organizations. ”
Jack Fay Robinson ’36 of Evanston, 111., was
named to the ninth edition of Who's Who in the
World.
Jean Kountz Stearns ’37 of Helena was
named 1990 Montana Mother of the Year. Con
gratulations!
Betty Eiselein Wetzel ’37 lives in Bigfork,
Mont. Her new book, After You, Mark
Twain—a Modem Journey Around the Equator,
was published this summer.
Charles “Mike” Hardy ’39 of Missoula
received a School of Forestry Distinguished
Alumnus Award at the school’s May 4 awards
banquet. He retired in 1975 after 35 years with
the U.S. Forest Service. He worked as a
research forester and fire control technology
project leader for the Northern Forest Fire
Laboratory, where his research focused on such
topics as fire-danger rating, prescribed burn
ing and fire retardant chemicals.
Kermit Schwanke ’39, a retired Missoula
businessman, has been appointed to the state

Board of Regents by Gov. Stan Stephens.

’40s
Lucille Sweeney Chesbro ’40 and her hus
band, Allen V. Chesbro ’41, live in Belt,
Mont., where she teaches piano and he is a ran
cher. “ Allen has just retired after 35 years as
a member of the school board. During that time
he has held offices with the Montana School
Boards Association,” Lucille writes.
Dorothy Parsons Rind ’40 writes, “I mov
ed to New Horizons, a condominium communi
ty in Torrance, Calif., with a golf course and
putting green. I’ve been a volunteer tutor in the
literacy program at the library in Downey,
Calif. I enjoy travel—my last trip was to
Boston, New York, Maine, Vermont, Montreal
and Quebec. Such a different world!”
Karl Glades (Nussbacher) ’41 lives in
Denver, where he received the 1987 and the
1989 GEICO Public Service Award Certificate
of Merit for his contributions to the public good
and for significant achievements benefitting the
quality of life in this country. While attending
UM, Karl’s surname was Nussbacher, but when
he entered the Military Intelligence Service with
the 3rd U.S. Army in Europe, he and many
others who had relatives under the Nazi yoke
were required to change to more English or
French-sounding names, so they wouldn’t be
targeted by the enemy.
Alfred H. “Bud” Wilkinson ’46 has retired
after 31 years with the postal service. Bud lives
in Butte.
A series of 13 colored pencil drawings by
Joan Engelking Christensen ’47 were on
display in the South Gallery of the Lewistown
Art Center last February. Joan lives in Poison,
Mont.
F.C. Hammerness ’47, M.S. ’51, received
a 1990 Distinguished Coloradan Award from
the University of Colorado’s School of Phar
macy. The presentation was made May 25 at

Youth training school named for Stark
Heman Stark x’26 retired in 1968 after a forty-year career spent
rehabilitating young people in California, but his name hasn’t been forgotten
by the Golden State. Last January, the youth training school in
Chino, which opened in 1960 and was one of twelve
started by Stark, officially changed its name (via a state
legislative bill) to the Heman G. Stark Youth Training
School.
Stark began his career as a Los Angeles County
probation officer. He organized and was chief of the
California Department of Youth Authority’s division of
field services, serving under four governors as CYA’s
director.
His idea of rehabilitation is to reach the inner person, and he claims that
his success is based on the simple principle that “ a man working is better
than a man sitting around.” Throughout his career he emphasized education
and vocational training.
Stark and his wife of sixty years, Louise Heyfron Stark x’29, live in
Leisure World, Calif., for most of the year, but they spend summers at their
home on Flathead Lake. “ We are both dedicated Montanans,” he explains.

Which is the real Robert Henry Robinson?

In 1936 when Robert Henry Robinson, right, was
assigned a schedule that belonged to Robert
Henry Robinson, left, the business office d id n 't
quite know what to do to solve the mix-up. The
two laugh about getting each others m ail and
grades throughout their college careers. The
solution involved the use o f nicknames. The Robert
Henry Robinson on the left became “ Ty,” a
nickname he g o t because his father played
baseball with Ty Cobb. A n d Robert Henry
Robinson on the right became “ Buzz, ” a name
he can only attribute to his childhood, when he
was called " Buster. " Even so, Ty says he has
forestry courses on his transcript that he never
took. Ty lives in Missoula, and Buzz in Medford,
Ore., so they d o n 't receive each others mail
a nym ore. The tw o w ere o n ca m p u s
commencement weekend as members o f the
class o f 1940.

a banquet in Boulder honoring graduates,
alumni and friends of the school. Hammerness
lives in Grand Junction, Colo.

OSPREY INN B & B
On Flathead Lake
H osts-S haron & W ayne
FIN N EY

• Q-Beds • Prvt Baths
• Hot Tub • Boat Dock
• Canoe • Row «Flsh
N ear Glacier, Theatre,
Golf, Sailing

5557 Hiway 93 So, Somers, MT
Call for reservations:

(406) 857-2042

travel

Connection
in the

uc campus court Mali
( G u a ra n te e d L o w e s t A ir F a re s fo r
V
U M F a c u lty , s t u d e n t s * s t a f f

''i

J

Local: 549-2286
Out of Town: 1-800-441-2286

When We Connect
— u of M Benefits
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Doris Swords Poppler. J.D. ’48, lives in
Billings, where she is interim U.S. attorney
pending her appointment by President George
Bush and subsequent Senate hearings.
Martin Farris ’49, M.A. ’50, is a professor
of transportation at Arizona State University in
Tempe, Ariz. He was awarded a fellowship as
one of the twelve most distinguished professors
in transportation/logistics in North America.

’50s
|

Attention, former football players!

2 There will be a reunion of the 1950 team dur| ing Homecoming. If you were a member of that
1 team, or if you played ball with any of the 1950
players and want to join them, write to Moose
Miller ’55, 297 N. Juniper Bay Road, Somers,
Head start, home style
MT 59932-9702 or call him at (406)857r3766.
Kelly H. Clifton ’50 was appointed a Sigma
by Terry Brenner
Xi national lecturer for 1990-92. He and his
wife, Mayre-Lee Harris Clifton ’51, live in
Ludmila Prednewa was doing trigonometry in the third grade, but don’t look for Madison, Wis.
her name under UM’s math department. She teaches Russian, which she was
Edward Heilman ’50 of Missoula received
mastering before starting school.
a School of Forestry Distinguished Alumnus
Award at the school’s May 4 awards banquet.
For this enviable head start—well ahead of Head Start’s beginning in 1965—she
He was a district ranger in the Cleveland Na
thanks her parents, particularly her father. A onetime Soviet math professor, he
tional Forest in California and directed the Na
moved his family to Philadelphia in the 1950s, became a printer and taught his
tional Fire Training Center in Marana, Ariz.
four daughters Russian and math at home.
He later worked in fire and aviation in
“ The way my father taught math was, well, kind of fun,” she says. “ It was
Milwaukee, Wis., and in the Missoula-based
more like a game.”
Northern Region.
Prednewa began speaking English when she started school, but at home her
George Gogas ’51 and his wife, Lynn, live
father kept the girls up on their Russian.
in Missoula, where George is an artist. His
“ Every night he would sit us down and give us homework to be done for the
work has been shown at galleries in
next night,” she says. Every Saturday the girls went to the church-affiliated
Washington, Oregon, Montana, China and
Mexico. Recently, his work was shown at the
Russian school to learn about Russian culture and history.
Environmental Impact Statements art show at
“ We never felt that we were being overloaded,” she says. “ It had a lot to do
the Missoula Museum of the Arts.
with the atmosphere and the way we were taught.”
Falle D. Nelson ’52 is a copyright examiner
Also ahead of its time was her parents’ attitude toward gender roles.
for the Library of Congress in Washington,
“ We were always encouraged to do what we wanted to do and be what we
D.C.
wanted to be,” she says. “ There was never any idea that because you were
Dr. William A. Reynolds '52 lives in
female...your roles were somehow narrowly defined. We were encouraged to
Missoula, where he is staff internist at Western
expand our interests. As a result of that, my hobby now is painting in oils, and I
Montana Clinic. Recently, he was elected to the
have for years. For me this is just a source of tremendous gratification, and it’s
Board of Regents of the American College of
something that had to be promoted within the family before you knew what was
Physicians.
happening to you, so to speak.”
Tom Needham ’55 and his wife, Clara, live
in Somers, Mont. Tom works as marketing
Although Prednewa says she had playtime as a child, concentrated playtime
director for Scott Publishing Co. in Kalispell.
came later. After taking oral examinations and before writing her dissertation for
The Needhams recently moved back to Mon
a doctorate in Slavic languages and literatures at the University of Pennsylvania,
tana from San Diego. “ It’s like rediscovering
she declared time out.
life itself after so many years away,” he writes.
“ I decided to take five years off,” she says. During those years she lived in
“We look forward to renewing old acquain
New York, California and Alaska. Deliberately sampling a range of jobs, she
tances that the occasion of Homecoming pro
waited tables, groomed dogs, did bookkeeping, worked for a jeweler, modeled her vides. The J-School and Sigma Nu reunions this
hands and worked in New York City’s garment district. Her objective: to travel,
year made my own homecoming especially
pay the bills and “ have a little left over to play with.”
meaningful.”
With that out of her system, she finished her dissertation and taught three years
Dean Hellinger ’56 won the overall honors
in the 1989 Great Falls Tribune annual
at Williams College in Massachusetts before joining UM’s two-member Russian
photography contest. He has had photos printed
department faculty in 1987. She meets a rigorous teaching schedule of secondin A Successful Farming Magazine and in Rural
and fourth-year Russian language classes and a Russian literature class.
Montana. Dean and his wife, Pat, live near
Usually in the summer, she says, ‘‘I rest. I read fluff.” But this summer, she
Shelby, Mont.
took a group of students to study for several weeks in the Soviet Union. Having
Cordell Johnson ’56, J.D. ’60, was named
been there three times, she was curious to see how it’s changed.
to the state Board of Regents by Gov. Stan
“ I never would have thought the Golden Arches would hit Red Square,” she
Stephens. Johnson is an attorney in Helena.
says.
Jack D. Shanstrom ’56, J.D. ’57, of Bill-

28

MONTANAN/FALL 1990

CLASSNOTES
ings was confirmed by the Senate as a new U.S.
District Court judge.
Gareld Krieg, J.D. ’57, received an honorary
doctorate of laws degree from Rocky Moun
tain College Feb. 8,1990. Gareld is an attorney
with the law firm of Crowley, Haughey, Han
son, Toole & Dietrich in Billings. He and his
wife, Barbara, have two children.
Norm Creighton ’58 lives in Los Angeles,
where he is president and CEO of Imperial
Bank.
Jim Wood ’58, M.Ed. ’63, is principal of
Sidney Senior High School in Sidney, Mont.
He was selected as the 1990 Montana Principal
of the Year. Jim will also be recognized by the
National Association of Secondary School Prin
cipals as Montana’s representative in this year’s
In Honor of Excellence program.

’60s
“I am working at Intevep, the research
branch of the Venezuelan oil industry,” writes
Hans Krueger ’60. “Two of our children at
tend college in the states, and two are at home. ’’
Hans, his wife, Judith, and their children live
in Caracas.
Erwin W. “Wally” Steucke ’60 has received
the Department of the Interior’s Distinguished
Service Award. The award, presented to
Steucke on March 8, 1990, in Washington,
D.C., is the highest honor the department

bestows on employees for excellence in service
and professional achievement. Steucke, who
lives in La Center, Wash., retired in 1989 after
30 years with the Fish and Wildlife Service, the
last two as deputy regional director.
Dennis Winters, M.A. ’60, is a partner in
Montana Market Development in Butte.
Mary Clearman Blew ’62, M.A. ’63, has
published her second collection of stories.
Runaway, which deals with incidents in the lives
of women and men in contemporary Montana.
Mary is a resident of Lewiston, Idaho, where
she teaches creative writing and English
literature at Lewis and Clark State College.
A1 Madison ’62 retired from UM’s print shop
in August 1989 after 26 years of service. He
worked for four years as a printer and more than
22 years as director.
Jim Weiler ’62 is the mayor of Westby,
Mont. He is also a substitute teacher there.
Bev Simpson Braig ’63 works for Flathead
CARE in Kalispell.
Suzanne Lintz Ives ’63 lives in Washington,
D.C., where she is deputy managing director
for Manning, Selvage & Lee. She married
James R. Richards Feb. 18, 1990, in Portland,
Ore. “All’s well,” she writes.
Harold Gray ’64, M.Ed. ’70, teaches Native
American studies at the College of Great Falls.
He also is a consultant to the Blackfoot tribe
and will be helping them assume management
control over all federal government operations
on their reservation.

Gorham E. Swanberg, J.D. '64, an attorney
in Great Falls, has been appointed to the board
of trustees of McLaughlin Research Institute for
Biomedical Sciences.
Patrick J. Connors ’65 works for D.A.
Davidson & Co. in Butte. Recently, he was
elected to membership in the Nuveen Advisory
Council, a group of investment professionals
across the country who are selected for ex
cellence in tax-exempt securities counseling.
Margaret Fornall ’65 has published her
fourth children’s book. Margaret, who lives in
Augusta, Mont., writes, “I graduated from UM
at the age of 59.1 would like to urge others in
my age group (83) to follow their dreams. It’s
a great satisfaction.”
Bob Hoy ’65 has retired from the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks after
25 years as a game warden. Bob and his wife,
Judy, live in Stevensville, Mont.
Bernd Schulte ’65 works for W.R. Grace
& Co. as group executive of its general develop
ment group. He and his wife, Marie-Christine,
live in Greenwich, Conn.
Vern L. Erlenbusch ’66 is senior district
manager of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mon
tana in the Miles City office. He and his wife,
Linda, have two sons, Greg and Brody.
The work of Brian Persha ’66, M.F.A. ’67,
a Bozeman artist, recently was featured at
Gallery 16 in Great Falls. He has exhibited his
work at the 25th Syracuse Annual Exhibition
in New York, Scripps Invitational in Califor-

HERTIAGE
SOCIETY

University of

M o n ta n a

FOUNDATION

For a lu m n i a n d frien d s who have
co m m itted a p la n n e d g ift to the
U n iversity o f M ontana th rou gh ...
Insurance Policies

Trusts
Annuities
Future Bequests
Other Planned Giving Instruments

To become a founding mem ber of the Heritage Society, send documentation of your planned gift to
Sharen Peters, director of planned giving, UM Foundation, RO. Box 7159, Missoula, MT 59807
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Bernd Schulte '65

Jan Davis Weiner 70

Raymond Schaney 7 3

Glenn Haugo 75

nia and the Smithsonian Institution. He was one where he teaches seventh grade at Poplar Mid
o f 13 Montana artists included in the Montana dle School.
Centennial Bronze Invitational.
Jan Davis Weiner ’70 is director o f infor
Lee S. Lego wick ’67 lives in Richland,
mation services and public affairs for Merck
W ash., where he works for the Westinghouse Sharp & Dohme, the U.S. prescription drug
Hanford Co. as an engineering manager.
division o f Merck & Co. Inc. Jan lives in Bala
M. Mark Miller ’67 and his wife, Tamara Cynwyd, Penn.
Looker Miller x’67, live in Knoxville, Tenn.,
“ I have just recently assumed the position of
where Mark is a professor of journalism for the reading specialist in the Office of Public Instruc
University o f Tennessee. Recently, Mark was tion in Helena,” writes A. June Atkins, M.Ed.
elected president-elect of the Midwest Associa
’71. “ la m also serving as the state coordinator
tion for Public Opinion R esearch for for the International Reading Association.”
1990-1991.
Susan Livingstone, M.A. ’72, is assistant
Thomas W. Pearson ’67 and Marilyn secretary o f the Army for installations, logistics
McQuestion Pearson, M.A. ’68, live in and environment in Washington, D.C.
Helena, where Tom is a veterinarian and
John Schnase ’72 is publisher of the
Marilyn works for the Montana Office of Public Flathead Courier in Poison, Mont. He and his
Instruction.
wife. Barb, have two sons, Nate and Lee
Helen Bibler ’68 of Hamilton has been ap
Michael.
pointed director of the Ravalli County Museum.
Michele Frost Franck ’73 and her husband,
Harold Brauer ’68 is deputy commander for Earl, live in Vancouver, W ash., where they
resource management for the 40th Air Division own Conquest Helicopter Service. Michele
at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls.
writes, “ After over 25 years in education, I
Lynn Dickey ’68 is a certified public accoun
‘retired’ to help our new helicopter service get
tant and office manager for Galusha, Higgins off the ground. I’m the P.R. person, book
& Galusha in Helena. Lynn and his wife,
keeper, receptionist and manager.”
Jeanne Billerbeck Dickey ’68, have two sons.
C. Raymond Schaney ’73 lives in Erie, Pa.,
Doug Mood x’68 is sales manager and part where he is a founding partner o f Clinical
owner o f Pyramid Mountain Lumber in Seeley Therapeutics Inc. He specializes in elecLake, Mont.
trophysiological testing, work tolerance evalua
Damon L. Gannett ’69, J.D . ’72, lives in tion and orthopedic physical therapy. On Jan.
Billings, where he is a partner in the law firm
5, Ray received specialist certification in clinical
of Gannett & Ventrell.
electrophysiologic physical therapy from the
“ I have accepted a position in Bank of A m erican Board o f Physical T herapy
America as vice president and manager of com
Specialties.
mercial banking at the regional office in Con
Susan Marchildon Wagner x ’73 and Terry
cord, Calif.,” writes Daniel A. Hutchison ’69.
J. Wagner were married Oct. 7, 1989, in
Dan lives in Antioch, Calif.
Denver.
C. Bruce Loble ’69, J.D . ’72, o f Helena
Kevin Burham ’74 lives in Redmond, Wash.,
recently was appointed the state’s chief water where he is an account executive with Greater
judge.
Seattle Printing & Mailing. He and his wife,
Donald MacDonald ’69, J.D . ’74, is a federal Jeannie, have three sons.
bankruptcy judge in Anchorage, Alaska.
Kevin Giles ’74 is editor o f the Bismarck
M. Susan Hunt ’69 is assistant secretary of
Tribune in Bismarck, N.D.
Mountain Water Co. in Missoula.
Weavings by Mary Marchi ’74 were featured
in the Sandpiper Gallery’s showing at the city
library in Poison, Mont. Mary’s works are on
permanent display in several office buildings
in Billings and Great Falls, as well as in many
Chuck Brooke ’70 is acting director o f the
private collections throughout Montana. She
Montana Commerce Department. He lives in and her husband, Jon, live on a ranch near
Helena.
Poison. They have two children.
Richard Menger ’70, M.Ed. ’78, a high
Cathy Hanstrom Conaway '75 and her hus
school biology teacher in Baker, Mont., was
band, Michael, live in Thermopolis, W yo.,
chosen Teacher of the Year in Montana by IBM
where she is general manager for Camoflauge
and Classroom Computer Learning magazine.
Systems. “ We moved our business, the
Congratulations!
manufacturing o f personal camoflauge for
Warren Schwartz 70 lives in Poplar, Mont.,
hunters and all outdoor enthusiasts, to Wyom-
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Rich Owens 7 6

Deborah LaCounte 78

ing in 1988. Thermopolis is a great communi
ty, and I have become very involved as the
community spokesperson for the elementary
school,” Cathy writes. She also is a member
of the library board and president o f the
women’s golf league.
Glenn Haugo ’75 is an investment executive
for Piper, Jafffay & Hopwood Inc. in Rapid
City, S.D.
Steven J. Kier ’75 and his wife, Carol, live
in Gainesville, Fla. He is a dentist.
Elaine Madsen Larson ’75 and her husband,
Mark, live in Soldotna, Alaska, and teach
school in Kenai, Alaska. They have three
children, Kjersta, Siri and Kristian.
Jim Sanders ’75 lives in Washington, D .C .,
where he works for the Timber, Engineering
& Lands Division o f the U.S. Forest Service
Public Affairs Department.
Craig Anderson ’76 and Jane Frickie
Anderson x ’80 live in Billings, where Craig
is a senior financial consultant for Merrill
Lynch. They have two sons, Christopher and
Chase.
F.B. Bodholt, Ph.D. ’76, is manager of
Phillips Petroleum’s Australian Oil Co. He lives
in Perth, Australia.
Diane Corsick ’76 and her husband, Bill
Boycott, are presenting “ Wyoming History
through Song,” a sanctioned Wyoming centen
nial project. Their presentations consist of
original music, historical narrative and descrip
tive slides detailing major aspects of Wyoming’s
history. Diane and Bill, known professionally
as “ The Grizzlies,” are performing in com
munities across the state o f Wyoming.
Rich Owens ’76 lives in Anchorage, Alaska,
where he is rooms division manager for the
Clarion Hotel. He recently received the Cer
tified Rooms Division Executive designation by
the Educational Institute of the American Hotel
& Motel Association. In his spare time, Rich
is vice president o f Iditarod, one of the world’s
most prestigious dogsled races.
Robert Reichert ’76, J.D . ’82, is a senior
associate with the law firm o f Holland & Hart
in Billings. He and his wife, Beth, have a
daughter, Mara.
Michael V. Sinclair ’76, J.D . ’83, lives and
practices law in Bozeman. He and his wife,
Leslie Taylor, J.D . ’79, have one child.
Bernard J . “Ben” Everett, J.D . ’77, is a
senior partner in the law firm o f Knight,
Dahood, McLean & Everett in Anaconda. He
is on the board o f directors of the First Securi
ty Bank o f Anaconda.
Greg Johnson ’77 is a co-owner of the Auto
Comer in Great Falls.

CLASSNOTES
Jonathan Krim ' l l has done it again. As
metropolitan editor of the San Jose M ercury
News in San Jose, Calif., Krim directed the
earthquake coverage that won the 1989 Pulitzer
Prize for general news reporting. This is the
second Pulitzer for a Krim-led news team. The
first, won in 1986 for international reporting,
was for a series on the wealth of Ferdinand and
Imelda Marcos. Congratulations, Jonathan!
Pam Borke Okland ' l l lives and teaches
school in Lone Rock, Mont.
Robert D. Simon ' l l is an investment ex
ecutive and assistant vice president for the
Missoula office of Piper, Jaffray & Hopwood.
Ken Egan, M.A. ’78, is an associate pro
fessor of English at Rocky Mountain College
in Billings. He won the 1989 Sears-Roebuck
Foundation “Teaching Excellence and Campus
Leadership Award. ’’ He also was appointed by
the National Council of Teachers of English to
be a regional judge for the 1990 NCTE
Achievement Awards in Writing.
John M. Fitzgerald ’78 is assistant professor
of economics at Bowdoin College in Brunswick,
Maine.
Jim Jensen ’78 is executive director of the
Montana Environmental Information Center in
Helena.
Deborah LaCounte ’78, interim director of
the Center for Native American Studies at Mon
tana State University in Bozeman, recently was
named Educator/Administrator of the Year by
the Montana Indian Education Association at
their annual convention banquet in Helena.
Cynthia Tonga Rooley ’78 lives in Chester,
Mont., where she is Liberty County library
director.
Brice Brogan ’79 is a salesman for Pierce
Automotive in Billings.
Tim Ohman ’79 lives in Albuquerque,
N.M., where he is chief financial officer for
Lovelace Medical Center. He and his wife, Pat
ti, have three children.
James D. Rector, J.D. ’79, is a partner in
the law firm of Rector & Hickel in Glasgow,
Mont.
John Roys ’79 lives in Moscow, Idaho. He
is the campus liaison officer between the
University of Idaho and the Moscow Police
Department.

’80s
Marine Captain Curtis C. Bree ’80 recently
was deployed to the Mediterranean Sea while
serving with a Marine helicopter squadron sta
tioned at Camp LeJeune, N.C.
Paula Martin ’80 is assistant professor of
chemistry at Dickinson State University of
North Dakota. She has been invited to join the
refereeing panel of Inorganica Chimea Acta, an
international organization that publishes papers
on inorganic chemistry.
Brenda Fleming Skornogoski ’80, M.B.A.
84, received the 1990 Burlington Northern
Foundation Faculty Achievement Award at
Northern Montana College. The award was
presented May 10, 1990, at the home of NMC

President Frank Kerins. Brenda is a member
of the business faculty at NMC.
Dan Bouchard ’81 lives in San Antonio,
Texas, where he is safety and security manager
for the Army and Air Force Exchange Service.
Diana Pellegrini Brown ’81 has been pro
moted to senior technical writer/editor at Vitro
Corp. in Silverdale, Wash. She and her hus
band, Craig, live in Bremerton, Wash. They
have two sons, Eric and Kevin.
Mike Hagen x’81, a former Grizzly football
player, is a member of John Jacob’s Power
Team, a group of men who perform feats of
strength and crusade for Christ. The group per
formed at the Harry Adams Field House in
May. When not traveling, Mike lives in
Garland, Texas.
Perry Dale Logerstedt ’81 lives in Fort
Worth, Texas, where recently he graduated
from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
Randy Miller -81 is project coordinator with
the Portland Development Commission in
Portland, Ore. He, his wife, Christine, and her
two sons live in Lake Oswego.
Scott Herting ’81 recently moved back to
Missoula to become an associate manager for
Buttrey Food and Drug. Scott and his wife,
Terri, have a son, Aaron.
Pat Rice ’81 lives in Austin, Texas, where
he is general manager of the Red Lion Hotel.
He received the 1989 General Manager of the
Year award at a meeting of the Red Lion Corp.
in Santa Barbara, Calif.
“Since I graduated, I’ve lived in New York,
where I met my husband, Eric Belcher, a West
Point graduate,” writes Tanya Johnson
Belcher ’82. “We then moved to Alaska,
where we lived for four years. There I earned
an M.B.A. at the University of AlaskaAnchorage. We recently moved to Fort Meade,
Md., where I got a job as a marketing associate
for a food brokerage. This uses both my
M.B.A. and the dietetics degree that I earned
from UM.”
Bill Brunett ’82 owns Columbia Falls
Physical Therapy in Columbia Falls, Mont.
Christopher J. Gino ’82, M.B.A. ’87, has
moved to Colorado Springs, Colo., where he
is a financial analyst for Ford Aerospace Corp.
Bob Nye ’82 is site auditor for die Golden
Gate region of Pacific Gas & Electric in San
Francisco.
Rich Stripp x’82 lives in Poison, Mont., and
edits the Flathead Courier.
Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs ’82, M.A. ’86,
and her husband, John E. Tubbs ’83, live in
Helena. Stephenie works as a special correspon
dent with the Bureau of National Affairs, and
John is an economist for the Department of
Natural Resources. They have two sons, Alex
ander Ambrose and Stephen Riley.
Marvin Ventrell ’82, J.D. ’85, is a partner
in the law firm of Gannett & Ventrell in
Billings.
Moira Savage Keefe ’83 lives in Denver,
where recently she wrote and performed in a
one-woman show, “ Lifeafterbirth.”
Robert P. McCue is manager of client ser-

Margie B. Thomas. J.D. 83

Richard Schaertl. M.B.A. 84

vices for Alpine Log Homes in Victor, Mont.
Robert lives in Missoula.
Margie Borozan Thomas, J.D. ’83, is an at
torney for The Montana Power Co. in Butte.
She and her husband, Joe, have two sons.
William J. Cook Jr. ’83 lives in Bridgewater,
Mass., where he is senior environmental
geologist for Kurz Associates Inc.
Ed Fisher ’83 is vice president of Trader’s
State Bank in Poplar, Mont.
Elizabeth H. Hagerman ’83 graduated from
Goucher College in Baltimore, where she
received a master’s degree in dance movement
therapy.
Susan Wallander Hove ’83 has been
employed with Ford Motor Credit Co. in Bill
ings for the past four years. She has one son.
Michael Howell, M.A. ’83, lives in
Stevensville, Mont., where he is publisher of
The Star, a weekly newspaper. He also
publishes two quarterly senior citizen
newspapers and a third quarterly. The Western
M ontana H orse and Rider.

Debby MeAtee ’83 is a seasonal outdoor
recreation planner for the BLM in Glenallen,
Alaska. She applied for and won a homestead
through a land lottery four years ago. She
writes: “ Besides allowing me time for
homesteading, seasonal work gives me time to
adventure. I just got back from a four-month
bicycle tour of New Zealand. I’ll probably have
to look for a real job next year, but right now
life could hardly be better except by getting let
ters from long lost friends who can write to me
at Box 1124, Chickaloon, Alaska.”
Lee J. Robinson ’83 and Kristi Crawford
Robinson ’83 live in Tualatin, Ore., where Lee
is an audit manager for Price Waterhouse. Kristi
taught business classes at the Bradford School
in Portland until the birth of their child,
Samantha Crawford, in March.
Paul Slaton ’83 is the resident potter at Paris
Gibson Square in Great Falls.
Barbara A. Butler, M.S. ’84, works as a
hydrogeologist for Braun Environmental
Laboratories in Billings.
Dennice Scanlon, M.F.A. ’84, teaches sec
ond grade at Lincoln School in Anaconda. Also
a poet, she recently was one of six writers
whose work was featured as part of a multimedia event at the Beall Park Art Center in
Bozeman.
G. Richard Schaertl, M.B.A. ’84, was
named a master salesman by Monsanto
Agricultural Co. Richard, his wife, Deborah,
and their two children live in Orono, Maine.
Karen Rook Scheidermayer ’84 and Craig
Scheidermayer ’80 live in Federal Way, Wash.
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A revolutionary, tamed
b y Terry B renner

Had Brenda Desmond been a little older when Bob Dylan wrote “ The Times
They Are A-Changin’,” she might have thought, “ Not fast enough.’’
A product of the idealistic ’60s, Desmond grew up wanting to change the
world. She ignored encouragement from her father and other lawyers in the
family to join their profession.
“ I thought being a lawyer was too tame,” she says. “ I was much more
interested in revolutionary work at that point.”
Not until 1973, a year after she’d earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy
from Katholieke Universiteit te Leuven in Belgium, did she change her mind
about law.
Now a visiting assistant professor in the law school, she still has mixed feelings
about her profession: “ I first entered law looking at it as a vehicle for social
change,” she says, “ and it is....But it’s quite a bit slower and less responsive to
social change than I anticipated and hoped as a law student.” Nevertheless,
becoming a revolutionary no longer appeals to her. “ Law serves its purpose,”
she says. “ Or maybe I’m more patient.”
Her interest in social change and politics in law rule out going into private
practice, she says. It has led her, instead, to public service law. Since graduating
in 1977 from SUNY-Buffalo’s law school, Desmond has been a staff attorney for
Alaska Legal Services; Montana Legal Services in Hardin, serving the Crow and
Northern Cheyenne; and the Montana Legislative Council in Helena, which
provides legal assistance to legislators and publishes the Montana Code Annotated.
More recently she’s developed an interest in alternative dispute resolution, an
uncommon field in private practice. Alternative dispute resolution, she says,
avoids the win-lose approach that permeates American law by using negotiation,
conciliation and arbitration instead of litigation.
Desmond, who joined UM’s law faculty in 1985, has been a mainstay of the
Indian Law Clinic. She’s nearly finished a law review article, written with law
Professor Margery Brown, on tribal courts in Montana and tribal court
jurisdictional issues.
Married since 1984 to Pete Kappelman, a Missoula stonemason, she has a
three-year-old son, Ben. Her part-time law school position suits her well, she
says.
“ When I had Ben as a relatively older person, I was under the impression that I
could be a perfect mother, devote adequate energy and attention to my career and
have a life with my husband.”
She’s changed her mind. “ I can’t do it all,” she says. “ That’s why I work part
time.”
Despite her interest in politics in law, Desmond has no political ambitions.
“ Right now the only thing I want to be is a regent,” she says. “ I’m concerned
about the future of education in Montana, particularly higher education. I think
there’s some opportunity to have an influence on the future of education in the
state as a regent.”
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“ Craig is a computer systems analyst for
Boeing Computer Services, and I am happy as
a full-time mom and homemaker,” Karen
writes. They have a daughter, Katherine Rose.
Julie Heath ’85 is a reporter for the Flathead
Courier in Poison, Mont.
Bruce Reid ’85 is a forester with the Depart
ment of State Lands in Lewistown, Mont. He
and his wife, Tina, have two children, Derek
and Emily.
Joseph E. Thaggard ’85, J.D. ’89, lives in
Sidney, Mont., where he is deputy county at
torney for Richland County.
Mike Twomey ’85 is principal violinist with
the Goucher Chamber Symphony in Baltimore
and is a doctoral student at the Peabody Con
servatory of Music of Johns Hopkins Univer
sity. A classical ballad he wrote was featured
in a Civic Orchestra of Chicago concert in
December.
John P. Yovetich ’85 is a supervisor of pro
duction for Micro/Rel in Tempe, Ariz.
Shane Bishop ’86 and Erika Colness Bishop
’89 live in Lansdowne, Pa. Shane, who is a pro
ducer at WCAU-TV in Philadelphia, won an
Emmy Award for a newscast he produced in
1989 at WHTM-TV in Harrisburg. The
newscast was named best medium-market news
broadcast in Pennsylvania for 1989. Erika, who
is station manager of W40AF-TV in Har
risburg, has sold her first television show to a
national network. The home craft and cooking
show, produced near Harrisburg, will appear
for a 13-week run on the Channel America
network.
Marine 1st Lt. Bradley S. Burt ’86 has
returned to Camp LeJeune, N.C., following a
six-month unit deployment to Okinawa, Japan.
Kurt Hilyard, M.Ed. ’86, is the school
superintendent in Fort Benton, Mont.
Carlos Pedraza x’86 lives in Prosser, Wash.
He is a reporter for the Tri-City Herald. Recent
ly, he performed in Bells are Ringing, presented
by the Valley Musical Comedy Company.
Judith Schenck ’86 is a pastor at St. Mat
thew’s Church in Glasgow, Mont.
Fern Granlund Sutherland ’86 is director
of emergency services with the Big Sky chapter
of the American Red Cross in Great Falls.
Steve Coffel x’87 is a carpenter-tumefi-writer
in Missoula. He recently wrote a book. But Not
a Drop to Drink: The Lifesaving Guide to Good
Water.

Selena Coffey ’87 writes, “I currently live
in Seattle, where I work at Sullivan Payne Co.,
a reinsurance brokerage.”
Dana Anderson Davey, J.D. ’87, is acting
executive secretary for the Montana State Board
of Nursing in Helena. She lives in both Helena
and Missoula.
Ann Schile Dorrance, M.S. ’87, lives in
Helena, where she teaches adapted education
for School District 1. She received one of the
Helena YWCA’s Golden Achievement Awards
for having made significant contributions in
sports to the community.
Navy Lt. J.G. Lee M. Johnson ’87 recently
reported for duty with an attack squadron at the
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station at Oak Har-
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bor, Wash.
Darian K. Panasuk ’87 is a supervisor at
Boyd, Bjorkman & Frickle, an accounting firm
in Spokane.
Melody Perkins ’87 is a reporter for the
Great Falls Tribune. She recently won the State
Bar of Montana Silver Gavel Award in the
newspaper division. Congratulations, Melody.
Dave Pleasant ’87 works as a technical direc
tor and news photographer for KPAX-TV in
Missoula. Dave lives in Bonner, Mont.
Matthew Redinger ’86, M.A. ’88, and Ann
Conrad Redinger ’87 live in Seattle, where
Matt is working on his doctorate in history at
the University of Washington and Ann is a
special education teacher.
Susan Brooks Swinley ’86, J.D. ’89, prac
tices law in Belgrade, Mont.
“I am art director for a small publishing net
work in Gardena, Calif.,” writes John Bates
’87, “and I am also heavily involved in free
lance design.”
Greg Carbajal ’87 is a teacher at Dawson
County High School in Glendive, Mont.
Stephanie Kind Brown ’87 and Chris Brown
’87 have been living in Anchorage, Alaska,
since graduation. Stephanie is writing for the
sports department of the Anchorage Daily
News, and Chris is a supervisor at Chemical
and Geological Labs of Alaska.
Natalie Munden Ringland ’87 and her hus
band, John Ringland, live in Anchorage,
Alaska, where Natalie is an assistant producer

for Baker-Jennings Films. “John and I met
while working on a film for PBS,” she writes.
“ We had a romantic wedding on the beach in
Homer, Alaska, in August and a star-spangled
ceremony with family in California last
December.”
Second Lt. James E. Adams Jr. ’88 has
graduated from the officer rotary wing aviator
course and received the silver wings of an Ar
my aviator at the U.S. Army Aviation School
in Fort Rucker, Ala.
Gerry Jennings, M.B.A. ’88, is president
of United Way of Cascade County in Great
Falls.
Britt Stratton ’88 is manager of the Ben
Franklin store in Columbia Falls, Mont.
Michelle Willits ’88 lives in Carbondale, HI.,
where she works in the editorial department of
the Southern Illinoisan.
Second Lt. Christopher J. Brewer ’89 has
graduated from the aviation officer basic course
at Fort Rucker, Ala.
Sam Gomez ’89 is a part-time news
photographer for KTVQ-TV in Butte.
David Harmon, M.S. ’89, and his wife, Amy
Rubin Harmon, J.D. ’89, live in Helena,
where they have turned their passion for the
wilds of Montana into a business leading treks
through the mountains with llamas. The Han
sons own 18 llamas. They use the males for
commercial backpacking trips and the females
to enhance the herd.
Ken Matteson ’89 and his wife, Laurie

P eo p le... DADCO’s

Molloy Matteson ’88, live in Great Falls. Ken
is the division manager for Herberger’s Depart
ment Store and Laurie is a teacher at Lincoln
Elementary School.
Brenda L. Mayes ’89 writes, “ I am a lieute
nant in the Army, serving as a signal officer
in the 440th Signal Battalion. I’m stationed in
Darmstadt, West Germany, and I miss Mon
tana!”
Darcy Schacher ’89 is a bookkeeper and
receptionist for Adscripts, a public relations and
advertising firm in Missoula.
Frank Solle ’89 is a sportswriter for the
Flathead Courier in Poison, Mont.
Paige Wilson ’89 lives in Helena, where she
is an admission counselor at Carroll College.
She travels in Montana and Minnesota,
recruiting students at college fairs and making
high school visits.

Births
Dixie Ann to Steve Riddle x’73 and Mary
Ann Riddle, April 4, 1990, in Floral Park,
N.Y.
John Scott Emmanuel to Gary Scott Lester
’75 and Arlene Lester, Feb. 8, 1990, in Fuller
ton, Calif.
Anna Marie to Sheri Spurgin Flies ’81, J.D.
’84, and Jon Flies ’81, April 5, 1990, in
Seattle.
Brooke Ann to Sally Brettholle Sailer, M.A.

O ver th e years, DADCO has been able to a ttra c t U of M
alum ni w ho are experienced, m otivated an d professional
people. These alum ni m ake sig n ifican t contributions to
th e ir com m unities as volunteers, teachers, coaches,
foundation m em bers, an d are active p articip an ts in a
range of o ther com m unity services.

K ey to a Successful

and Growing Company

UAULU

D.A. Davidson & Co.

^

D.A. Davidson & Co. offers a professional training program. If such an opportunity
interests you, contact Gerry Meyer, Vice President, Ihdning, D.A. Davidson & Co.,
Box 5015, Great Falls. Montana 59403. or call

727.47.nn n r i_onn-?r>-coic
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’81, and Jim Sailer ’83, Nov. 29, 1989, in Glen
Gardner, N.J.
Shannon Marie to Eileen Koontz Dolphay
’82 and Hollis Dolphay ’86, April 22, 1990,
in Great Falls.
Elizabeth Jordon to Clark Lyda ’82 and
Karen Lyda, Aug. 1, 1989, in Denver.
David Andrew to Catherine Hemstad Kuntz
’76, M.Ed. ’82, and Jerry Kuntz, Nov. 15,
1988, in Great Falls.
McKenzie Rose to Randy Laird x’82 and
Cheryl Laird, May 17, 1990, in Billings.
Travis Arthur to Laurie Hestekind Foshag
’83 and Burt A. Foshag ’83, Nov. 5, 1989,
in Butte.
Sean Timothy to Tim Donahue ’84 and
Leslie Donahue, Feb. 22, 1990, in Palouse,
Wash.
Sienna Eve to Deanna Nixon Benton ’85 and
Kevin Benton ’85, Jan. 23, 1990, in Susanville,
Calif.
Karis Christine to Kassy Kuttler Kleymann
’86 and Blane Kleymann, Aug. 31, 1989, in
Garden City, Kansas.

In Memoriam
The Alumni Association extends sympathy
to the families of the following alumni, friends
and faculty:
Ruth Davis Maclay ’19, Missoula
Alexander G. Swaney x’19, Jefferson City,

Mont.
Florence Faust Hansen ’20, San Luis Obispo,
Calif.
Dave M. Manning x’20, Billings
Vera Knowles Sager ’21, Laguna Hills, Calif.
Doris Thetge ’21, Mountain View, Calif.
Edna Morris Chadwell ’25, Chicago
Florence Eyre Patrick ’25, Great Falls
Gertrude Hubber Stewart ’25, Missoula*
Leonard F. Jourdonais ’26, Sun City, Ariz.
Hans C. Olson ’26, M.Ed. ’35, Tacoma, Wash.
Irma Lyford Vogel x’26, Boise, Idaho
Jessie Partridge Clarke x’27, Berkeley, Calif.
Malcolm C. Morrow ’27, Kelseyville, Calif.
Lyle K. Williams ’27, St. Paul, Minn.
Russell L. Merritt ’28, Fallon, Nev.
Dorothy Ellinghouse Carey ’29, Sheridan,
Mont.
Kermit R. Ekegren ’30, Long Beach, Calif.
George W. Martin Sr., J.D. ’30, Seattle
Walter C. Pritchett ’30, Rochester, Minn.
William H. Wallace ’30, Drummond, Mont.
Ray Kimball ’32, Hysham, Mont.
Harry Billings ’33, Thompson Falls, Mont.*
Rufus H. Hall ’34, Las Vegas, Nev.
Selmer Hovee x’35, Tacoma, Wash.
Truman Cheney, M.A. ’36, Cameron, Mont.
Frank Hazelbaker x’36, Ronan, Mont.
Mott G. Miller, J.D. ’36, Denver
William Beeney ’37, San Jose, Calif.
Robert Kellogg Johnson ’37, Tucson, Ariz.
Henry Jorgensen ’38, Helena
Earl I. Helms x’39, Missoula

^dniversihj of^Montana wine
special bottling
Savor a wine.
Offer a gift.
Treasure a souvenir.

Frances Jensen Blakeslee x’40. Great Falls
B.C. Lorenz ’40, Grants Pass, Ore.
Richard P. Rounce '40, St. Louis
Earl C. Schenkenberger ’40, Coupeville,
Wash.
Eleanor L. Jaten ’42, Seattle
Virginia Bell Hoon ’43, Missoula
Margaret Jo Webb Lavold ’43, Big Timber,
Mont.
Leonard C. Smith ’43, Terre Haute, Ind.
Marilyn Smith Madsen x’45, Apache Junction,
Ariz.
Phyllis Honka ’46, Helena
Earl L. Dahlstrom ’47, Lewistown, Mont.
Frank Haswell, J.D. ’47, Helena
Herb Jillson ’47, Bozeman
Jack Schmautz ’47, M.S. ’48, Fairfax, Va.
William Rowen Brownfield, M.Ed. ’48,
Worden, Mont.
John J. Lyden ’49, Los Angeles
Ruth Peterson Romney ’49, Tempe, Ariz.
Joan Kirk Wells ’49, San Diego
Fred Buchholz ’50, M.Ed. ’55, Golva, N.D.
Jack Parrish ’50, Rexford, Mont.
Raymond E. Siegrist x’50, Turlock, Calif.
Kent Friel x’51, Bellingham, Wash.
Kenneth W. Swanson ’51, Boise, Idaho
Neal J. Blush ’53, M.Ed. ’59, Whitefish,
Mont.
Ella J. “Judy” Mortenson James ’56, Boise,
Idaho
William John Pledge ’56, Great Falls
Richard K. Dodge ’58, Vancouver, Wash.
Don Robel ’58, Helena
Helen Warren Duden ’62, M.Ed. ’68,
Kalispell
Anne Louise Ennis Schwarz ’66, Battle Creek,
Mich.
Richmond K. “Dick” Pitman, M.Ed. ’67,
Butte
Gerald Swenson ’68, St. Paul, Minn.
George Robert Murphy ’69, Seattle
Rutger A. (Roger) van Houten ’69, M.A. ’74,
Lapwai, Idaho
William A. Randono x’70, Lake Blaine, Mont.
Pauline Palmer Ellis ’71, Couer D’Alene,
Idaho
Terran John Sharer ’73, San Diego
Richard “Rick” Allen Rolando, ’75, San Jose,
Calif.*
Marcia Ann Hansen Rogers, M.B.A. ’84,
Portland, Ore.
James Emmett Shea x’87, Butte
Robert Anderson, professor of education,
1968-88, Missoula*
*Memorials established with the UM Foundation

For each bottle of wine sold
a donation is being made to
the University of Montana
by Missoula’s Earl’s Dis
tributing and Washington’s
Chateau Ste. Michelle
Winery.

34 MONTANAN/FALL 1990

New Alumni Association
Life Members
Mary Jean Ross Altmaier ’62, Helena
Thomas J. Altmaier ’60, M.Ed ’69, Helena
John G. Bishop ’58, M.Ed. ’71, Butte
John R. Boe ’50, Big Timber, Mont.
Bradley W. Butler ’76, Arlington, Va.
Paula Werner Butler ’76, M.B.A. ’82,
Arlington, Va.

George L. Campanella ’56, Great Falls
Joan Engelking Christensen ’47, Poison,
Mont.
Janet Stewart Church ’86, Kent, Wash.
W. Mack Clapp ’70, M.B.A. ’72, Moraga,
Calif.
Sandra Turk Clapp ’76, Moraga, Calif.
Robert B. Clark ’66, Spokane
Robert J. Damuth ’77, Washington, D.C.
Thomas O. Daniels ’43, Holtville, Calif.
Diana Anderson Davey ’87, Missoula
Norma Fitzgerald Denny ’80, Choteau, Mont.
Mary E. Denny, Missoula
Daniel M. Dougherty ’76, Seattle
Don F. Dunwell ’63, North Olmsted, Ohio
Wilma J. Ellis ’52, Phoenix, Ariz.
Joann Pings Evans ’54, Raynesford, Mont.
Thomas A. Grasseschi ’62, Wheat Ridge,
Colo.
Raymond E. Highness ’65, Fresno, Calif.
Charles H. Hope ’64, San Jose, Calif.
Calvin P. Hubbard ’43, Poison, Mont.
Lois Judson Hubbard ’45, Poison, Mont.
Edward A. Ilgen ’57, Sunnyvale, Calif.
Estella Baker Gerstung *51, Orangeburg, S.C.
D. Patricia Gynn Ilgen ’59, Sunnyvale, Calif.
Joe W. Kaiser ’71, Calgary, Alberta
Eugene J. Leonard ’64, M.Ed. ’73, Spokane
Sharon Northridge Leonard ’64, Spokane
Mark E. Majerus ’70, M.A. ’72, Bridger,
Mont.
Marilyn Britton Majerus ’72, Bridger, Mont.
Joseph Mapula ’84, El Paso, Texas
Thomas O. McElwain ’68, Butte
Dorothy Skulason McVicker ’28, Lincoln,
Neb.
Bruce K. Miewald ’78, Pittsburgh
Fletcher T. Mulvaney ’79, Helena
Donald E. Nicholson ’56, Roscoe, 111.
Donna Goodmansen Nicholson ’56, Roscoe,
m.

Samuel R. Noel ’60, Hamilton, Mont.
Pamela Baker Noel *61, Hamilton, Mont.
George A. Northam ’60, Elmhurst, 111.
Daniel J. O’Rourke ’54, Cedaredge, Colo.
Karen A. Olson ’71, Kila, Mont.
Leonard R. Parsons ’25, Solvang, Calif.
David E. Payne ’66, Bothell, Wash.
Katherine Jones Raff ’61, Seattle
Michaele Gerette Riley ’85, M.B.A. ’87, San
Leandro, Calif.
Thomas P. Ross ’62, Fort Lewis, Wash.
Louise Johnson Ross ’62, Fort Lewis, Wash.
W. Richard Roth ’80, Saratoga, Calif.
Sheila McDorney Saxby ’57, Oakland, Calif.
Timothy L. Schroeder ’81, Wakeeney, Kansas
Timothy W. Scott ’80, North Pole, Alaska
Nancy Herda-Scott ’80, North Pole, Alaska
Everit A. Sliter ’66, Kalispell
Nichali Paulsrud Sliter ’65, Kalispell
Charles Clark Stearns ’85, Missoula
Sylvia Sperry Stevens ’78, Helena
Don J. Taylor ’46, Spokane
Stephen G. Thomas ’73, Herndon, Va.
» Cathy Koppang Warhank ’70, Great Falls
i Evonne Smith Wells ’83, J.D. ’86, Missoula
Laurence J. Whelan ’61, Flagstaff, Ariz.
Paul S. Zeigler ’70, M.A. ’73, Houston
Ann de Pender Zeigler ’71, Houston

Home, home on the ranch
b y Terry B re n n e r

When a neighbor recently asked chemistry Professor Keith Osterheld what his
retirement plans were, Osterheld said, “ I’m going to ranch.’’
Puzzled, the neighbor replied, “ You’re ranching already.’’
Osterheld fired back, “ Now I’ll do it in daylight.’’
Because he always put the highest priority on his duties in the chemistry
department, which he headed for 17 years, ranching chores came very early and
very late in the day, often lit by his truck headlights and a flashlight.
Fortunately, he and his wife, Jean, have had four built-in ranch hands: their
sons. And Osterheld pressed them into service early, as much for their own good
as for his.
Ranch life is “ good for raising kids,’’ he says. “ It’s good from the standpoint
of responsibilities that you can’t give them in town. They’re not manufactured
responsibilities—handling cows when they’re calving, irrigation that has to be
done carefully in order to cover the fields uniformly and a lot of hard work.’’
Their sons now are grown and gone into other fields—mathematics, physics,
engineering and chemistry. So the Osterhelds farm their 160 acres near Florence
alone except for a hand they hire to stack the hay they raise for their 25 head of
cattle.
Born and reared in New York, Osterheld first saw the West on his honeymoon
in 1952 to Jackson Hole, Wyo. Two years later he left his teaching position at
Cornell University, and the Osterhelds moved to Missoula, where he took the
only available chemistry teaching position in the region. Later, after sinking roots
in the Florence area, he learned to ranch from his neighbors and served six years
on the Florence-Carlton school board and 24 years as treasurer of the FlorenceCarlton Community Church.
Meanwhile at UM he served on the Faculty Senate and many university
committees. Several years ago he helped lead a nearly successful effort to
decertify the University Teachers Union. While still believing that unions don’t
work well in the university setting because of their adversarial nature, he
concedes that “ If there is to be a union (at UM), this one has behaved very
well.”
After becoming department head in 1973, Osterheld taught only senior and
graduate inorganic chemistry. Before that, among other lower-division courses, he
taught “ Chemistry in Your Car,’’ a course for non-majors the department no
longer offers. “ It was something people outside the sciences could relate to,’’ he
says. And, he adds, “ There’s hardly a topic in freshman chemistry that couldn’t
be treated in that course.’’
Administrative responsibilities required him to put off until retirement in June
his research on how solids decompose when heated. But he has no regrets about
his years as department head.
“ Clearly, I made the choice,’’ he says. “ I can get pleasure out of making
things go well for other people.’’
MONTANAN/FALL 1990
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What a choice
Paper or plastic?
We’ve all heard that question; it’s asked of us
often at supermarket check-out counters. We
have a choice as to what kind of bag we carry
our groceries home in.
Paper or plastic? The question makes us feel
that if we make the right choice, we can
probably save a tree or part of our precious
ozone layer.
Paper or plastic? What is our choice, really?
We can choose plastic, a derivative of
petroleum that can take as long as 240 years to
decompose. Or we can choose paper, a
derivative of trees that can decompose in as
little as three months but can take a lot longer
when buried in landfills and deprived of
oxygen.
Paper or plastic? The choice can be a tough
one. Do we want to patronize the petroleum
industry, oil spills and all? Or patronize the
timber industry, which often over-cuts forests
and practices poor harvesting techniques?
(Sustainable yield would be nice, but is it still
possible with more than five billion earthlings
demanding wood products?)
Paper or plastic? Whichever you choose, it
will probably wind up in a landfill. With
landfill space becoming more and more limited,
at least paper will degrade quicker than plastic,
leaving a little more room for all our garbage.
Paper comes from a renewable resource, but
there are a lot of folks on this planet using a lot
of stuff, and trees are not being renewed as fast
as we’re using them. Recycling helps, of
course, but it doesn’t stop over-consumption.
Paper or plastic? If you choose paper,
chances are your bread, milk, eggs, pop afid
just about everything else are packaged in
plastic anyway. Plastic packaging has invaded
the United States, and bringing it home in a
paper bag is not going to save the earth.
Paper or plastic? Does that really have to be
our only choice? In Europe during the oil
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crunch of the late 1970s, bags were not
provided free to customers; shoppers would buy
plastic bags and use them over and over again.
Italy recently passed legislation that will ban
plastic packaging completely. In Germany,
shoppers bring their own crates and boxes to
stores to put food in, and everything isn’t
individually wrapped. Many Europeans don’t
own refrigerators; they buy enough food each
morning to get them through the day.
Paper or plastic? Both are wasteful.
Convenient, but wasteful. From other societies
we can often learn that there are different'
ways—often better and less wasteful—of doing
things. We’ve got an abundance of resources in
this country, but there are a lot of us humans
using those resources exceedingly fast to
increase our quality of life. The resources could
be used up—then what?
I
bring my groceries home in paper bags, but
lately I’ve been wondering if there shouldn’t be
other choices.
Paper or plastic?
David Stalling ’90
29 Hickory Drive
Westport, CT 06880
Editor’s note: This article is reprinted from the April 11,
1990, M ontana K aim in. Stalling is a 1990 journalism
graduate.
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Sunrise on the lower Flathead Valley—DOUG DYE
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